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Overview of course content  

 
This course is divided into AS (year one) and Advanced level (year two). The specifications are 
designed to offer an academic approach to the study of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics with the 
opportunity to develop a range of skills including explanation, communication, discussion and 
evaluation. 

The modules offered for study include: 

1. An Introduction to the study of Religion (ISLAM) - exploring the background to Islam 
alongside its approach to issues such as gender equality, science vs religion, crime and 
punishment and pluralism. 

2. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion - exploring proofs for the existence of 
God (cosmological, teleological, ontological arguments), the problem of evil and suffering 
in the world, the value of religious experience and the way we talk about religious ideas 

3. An introduction to Religion & Ethics - exploring ethical theories such as Utilitarianism, 
Situation Ethics and Natural Law and applying them to world issues such as abortion, 
euthanasia, polyamarous relationships, nuclear weapons and animal testing 

 
Entry Requirements 
 
Students may have a GCSE Religious Studies (full course) at grade C or above or a Pass in 
‘Equality and Diversity’. Skills developed in other written subjects are also valuable. 
Students may have personal religious beliefs or none at all; all that is required is an enthusiasm  
and interest for the study of religion and issues within the world. 
 
 
Summary of assessment 
 
The assessment for AS Level consists of two final examinations in the summer of Year 12, worth 
40% of the final overall grade.  
 

The assessment for A Level consists of three further examinations in the summer of Year 13, worth 
60% of the final overall grade. 
 
 
Learning Pathways post 16 
 
Studying AS and A Level Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics as an academic subject gives 
students the opportunity to develop a range of skills which will enhance many career opportunities 
and it is widely accepted as an advanced level qualification for college or university entry. Relevant 
careers may include journalism, publishing, social work, medicine, law, health care, management, 
training, childcare, the emergency services and many others.  It complements many other subject 
areas with its wide reaching topics and contemporary approach to issues in the world today. 


