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HT Update 10/7/20 

BASSALEG SCHOOL 
 

Update from the Headteacher 
 

Friday 10th July 2020 
 
Dear parent/carers, 
 
Many of you will have heard the Welsh Government Minister for Education’s statement yesterday 
which detailed there being a need for all pupils to return to school by Monday 14th September. 
Whilst we very much look forward to seeing all of our pupils return, I must stress that because 
‘operational guidance’ for schools is not being published until next week, I am not yet in a position 
to be able to confirm how the Autumn term will look for your child.  
 

We are mindful of the Minister’s reference to the need for schools to have ‘contact groups’ to 
‘minimise mixing’ of pupils and I’m sure you will appreciate the need for us to consider how this is 
possible in a school of 1800 pupils, whilst ensuring that ‘learning is maximised;’ something the 
Minister also referenced. This will remain at the core of our plans, as will keeping all members of our 
school community safe. Rest assured, a significant amount of planning continues to be undertaken 
with regards to a ‘full return’ to school and I will communicate all such details to you before the end 
of term next week. 
 

I am pleased to be able to offer some clarity about the first week at least. The Minister referred to 
there being a period of flexibility for schools in that first fortnight to be able to offer bespoke 
induction for pupils who are transitioning to secondary school and embarking on new pathways. We 
feel very strongly that it will be incredibly important for every year group to have a bespoke induction 
with their form tutor before embarking on a new school year, given the significant amount of time 
pupils have been out of ‘normal school routines.’ I’m pleased to say that we will be able to facilitate 
this induction by Tuesday 8th September to enable all pupils to return to school on Wednesday 9th 
September, ahead of the Minister’s deadline for all pupils to return. To this end, please note the 
dates of induction for year groups in September: 
 

Tuesday 1st September  - Staff INSET Staff ‘planning & preparation’ day  

Wednesday 2nd, Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th September  Year 7 Induction 9.00am – 1.30pm  

Wednesday 2nd, Thursday 3rd September  Year 12 Induction 8.30am – 1pm 

Friday 4th September  Year 13 induction 8.30am – 1pm 

Monday 7th September  Year 8 induction 8.30am – 1pm 

Monday 7th September  Year 9 induction 9am – 1.30pm 

Tuesday 8th September  Year 10 induction 8.30am  - 1pm 

Tuesday 8th September Year 11 induction 9am – 1.30pm 

*Please note that further detail on the programme for each induction and arrival times/ locations 
will be sent with my update towards the end of next week 
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Please note that even though we have been advised that schools can schedule two planning and 
preparation days for staff at the start of the new term, we’ve only scheduled one day so as to be able 
to give our pupils as much bespoke ‘induction’ time as possible. 
 
Ahead of more detail next week, I would finally like to take this opportunity to say how lovely it has 
been to see so many of our pupils return in this ‘check in, catch up & prepare’ phase; how incredibly 
mature they have been without exception and how much staff have enjoyed reconnecting with our 
young people. 
 
Please continue to look after yourselves; enjoy the weekend. 
 
Cofion cynnes 
 
Victoria Lambe 
Headteacher 
 


