
HEADTEACHER’S GOLDEN TICKET

Summer 2018

We are delighted to 
award Olivia Chidlow, 
10KJE, with the Head 
Teacher's Golden 
Ticket for the summer 
term. Olivia has 
consistently proven 
herself to be a valuable 
member of the year 
group and wider school 
community: contributing 
to both the year 10 and 
school council, being a 
Wellbeing Ambassador 
as well as leading a very 
active extra curricular 
lifestyle. Olivia is an 
excellent role model to 
her peers and we were 
very pleased to award 
Olivia and her family 
with some vouchers for 
them to enjoy as a 
reward. Da iawn, Olivia

Mrs Redfern and Miss Parfitt would like to say a huge thank you to the Year 7 Transition 
Team and Mrs Williams in Griffin Office for all their help with this year’s Year 6 
transition activities. You have all been incredible!

YEAR 7 TRANSITION TEAM 2018 



MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

The Maths 
Department would 
like to 
congratulate our 
Year 8 & 7 students 
who participated in 
this year's Junior 
Maths Challenge. 
Nineteen pupils 
achieved awards! 
Year 8: Gold: 
Jasmine Smith 
(plus best in School 
award). Silver: Ewan 
Bagwell, Zaara 
Khan, Cameron 
Winn, Ella Clarke 
and Nick Thomas. 
Bronze: Aleesha 
Shafi, Conor Foster, 
Jack Cann, 
Charlotte Pearson, 
Ethan Adams, Toby 
Fowler and Ella 
Laughton. Year 7: 
Bronze: Hamish 
Walpole (plus best in 
Year), Iestyn 
Sullivan, Tom Rowe, Mael Taylor and Leo Stark. In addition Jasmine Smith had qualified for the next round, 
the Junior Kangaroo challenge, which she completed with a Certificate of Qualification. Well done Jasmine! 
Thank you and well done to all who were involved, you should be very proud of yourselves!



The Maths Department would 
like to thank the following Year 
10 students; Luke Stephens, 
Callum Moore, Josh Legg, 
Jasmin Sims, Haydn Thomas, 
Holly Chung, Rhian Edmunds, 
Anna Ross, Owen Jones, 
Matthew Turner, Jacob Shaw, 
Hannah Bidwell, Jess Cain and 
Grace Coghlan for attending 
a Maths Masterclass Trip at 
the University of South Wales 
and for representing Bassaleg 
School so well. 

The students gained valuable 
skills through a range of 
challenging and enjoyable 
workshops and talks. In the first 
workshop they learnt how to 
apply probability to a range of 
games to improve their chances 
of winning (including Monopoly 

and Rock, Paper, Scissors). In the second they learnt all about different Maths problems hidden within the 
cartoon ‘The Simpsons’. At the end of the day the pupils gained an insight into various branches of 
mathematics and watched a variety of demonstrations which showed how they apply to the real world. 
The whole day gave the pupils an excellent insight into what aspects of maths they can specialise in in the 
future, developed their knowledge of probability and introduced them to some topics they will study at A 
Level

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT



LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT

 El Camino de Santiago de Compostela (St 
James day 25th July) - 8G1 Spanish were very 
lucky to have Archie Evans’ father come into 
class and talk about the amazing pilgrimage he 
undertook in September to Santiago de 
Compostela, which attracts pilgrims from all over 
the world.  For Mr Evans, this was a personal 
goal that took 6 weeks to complete and an 
experience of a lifetime.  We were privileged to 
see slides of the landscape, church, certificate 
and rules first hand, and to learn first-hand one of 
Spain’s greatest ‘fiestas’.

Sweet MFL - After the success of ‘SWEET MFL 
MONDAYS’, pupils in Modern Foreign Languages lessons, were able to buy croissants, gauffres au 
chocolat, magadalenas and crepes de chocolate from la señora Ciccione, aka Madame Ciccione, and 
contribute to worthwhile charities.  This term, £50 was raised to sponsor Mr Batten and Ms Beer in their 
quest to raise money for Velindre Hospital and Nabugabo School in Uganda.  A particular muchas gracias 
to Alex Capnos-Taylor in 11LCC who donated £5 in the leavers breakfast the form held, and Buena suerte, 
bonne chance (good luck) to all year 11s as they undertake their GCSEs.



ENGLISH & MEDIA STUDIES
Year 7 Debate Morning - July 12th, Year 7 had a really 
interesting morning debating with local Assembly Member 
Jayne Bryant as part of their English assessments for the 
Summer term. Pupils from all forms debated and dicussed 5 
topics from Global Warming to Social Media, however the topic 
which gave the most controversy was “Which are better: cats 
or dogs?” Throughout the morning, Jayne alongside members 
of the English department selected 10 pupils who had excellent 
discussion skills, spoke confidently and argued exceptionally
well. Congratulations to Daanish Sheikh, E Mawhinney, Carys 
O’Donnell, Carys Walton, Amelia Wilson-Hesp, Jasmina 
Binions, Tom Rowe, Georgia Edwards, Cassie Gough and Luc 
Thomas for receiving these special commendations. Thank 
you very much to Jayne who spoke about the importance of 
having a voice and standing up for what you believe in.
 
Annual Year 8 Debate - Friday 13th July saw teams of 3 from 

across Year 8 compete in the Machen Rotary Club Annual Public Speaking Competition. Mrs Thomas (head 
teacher), Miss Elkins, (Head of English) and members of the Machen Rotary Club judged the prestigious 
event all afternoon and were blown away by the standard of speakers on stage. The audience heard 9 
different debates on a variety of topical issues from feminism, to gun laws, to the current curriculum in 
Wales. After 8 years of trying, Mr Ford was delighted to finally bring the chamiponships title home again as 
his talented team of Cameron Winn, Tomos Morgan and Daniel Gidden won the overall competition. 
Individually, Oliver Palmer, Mari-Louise Medhurst and Ella Laughton won best chairperson, best proposer 
and best opposer respectively. Toby Evans also received a highly commended award for stepping in as a 
reserve at the last minute. Congratulations to you all. Special thanks to the Rotary Club for their generous 
sponsorship and juding of the event, and thank you also to the members of the English department who 
helped run the event so smoothly. 

Harry Potter Trip -  Media students from 
Year 10 and Year 12 had the opportunity to 
go behind the scenes and experience the 
making of Harry Potter at Warner 
Brothers’ Leavesden Studios in June. They 
got the chance to really ‘experience the 
magic’ and see how the films were brought 
to life by using special effects, set and 
costume, sound production, 
animatronics, and, of course, the stunning
model of Hogwarts castle. It was a great 
day that included us going on a trek 
through the Forbidden Forest, boarding the 
Hogwarts Express for our first trip to 
Hogwarts, lessons in wand work and even 
a chance to fly a broom. The students even 
spent some time perusing Diagon Alley for 
equipment for the 2018 - 2019 school year 

- though we had to remind 
them that owls weren’t 
permitted at Bassaleg.  
The students represented 
themselves and the school 
very well, and they were 
even treated to a 
celebrity spot at the end 
when Stacey Solomon 
turned up - though Mrs 
Williams and Ms Takhar 
are fairly sure that this is the only thing they 
remember about the trip!



RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT

On Friday 29th June, our Year 12 
Religious Studies pupils took part 
in a ‘Big Questions’ session held at 
Forge Library. The session 
involved having the pupils come 
up with a series of questions 
relating to religion, ethics and 
philosophy and discussing these 
questions with a panel of 
academics, religious and 
non-religious persons. As part of 
our panel, we were fortunate to 
have visitors from the local 
community including Jordan 
Guichard (Faith Church Wales), 
Ben Keen (a Protestant pastor) 
and Fozia Rafiq (an Islamic 
ex-teacher). As well as this, our 
very own Emma Price and Lydia 
Lloyd offered to be part of the 
panel!  The session was extremely 
successful and our Year 12 
Religious Studies pupils were 
commended for their “brilliant questions” and the “respectful manner in which they handled a  
healthy debate”. Ben Keen also admired the “spirit of openness that the department has encouraged and 
fostered” and we look forward to completing another ‘Big Questions’ session on July 13th.



YEAR 11 SUCCESS
Congratulations to Dafydd Carlson Year 
11 for graduating from MPCT.  Dafydd 
has achieved the Level 2 Extended 
Certificate in Employability skills and 
was awarded the Best Physical Training 
award for his endeavours.  Dafydd has 
been accepted onto the post-16 MPCT 
course for September.  Outstanding 
achievements Dafydd and we wish him 
every success for the future. 

Congratulations to Amirah Reynolds, Year 11, for 
her achievements this year at college.  Amirah 
has achieved Level 1 in Health & Social Care and 
has a glowing report from the college.  She has  
represented her post-16 class as class 
representative and has secured a place on the 
Level 2 course for this September.  Amirah was 
awarded runner up Year 11 Learner of the Year at 
an awards ceremony this term.  Well done Amirah 
and we wish her success for the next stage.

The Science 
department has been 
busy again this summer 
visiting our partner 
primary schools to 
deliver the rocket 
transition project. Year 6 
pupils used their 
knowledge of forces to 
help design, build and 
launch their own bottle 
rockets. Great weather, 
great fun and some 
scientists for the future. 
Many thanks to all the 
members of staff that 
helped deliver this 
project successfully 
again this year. 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT



Handing Over The Match Ball

EXTRA-CURRICULAR SUCCESS
Well done to Emily Mothersole, 8RCR, who danced for 
Wales over half term, representing the Welsh Junior 
Sequence Team with her partner.  

Congratulations to Bethan Dawe, 8CEV and Jasmine 
Smith, 8MDA, who have been selected to play for the 
Wales U13 girls cricket team, and Rebecca Forey, 9NB, 
who has been selected to play for the Wales U15 girls 
team.  Well done girls!

Well done to Dylan Pendre, Logan Wisniewski 
Tanatswa Nyakuhwa and Finley Richards, all year 
7 for representing Newport & District Schools in 
the 2017/18 Welsh Schools F.A. Inter-Association 
U12’s Cup. The boys played home and away 
midweek matches against Cardiff & Vale, RCT, 
Caerphilly and Bridgend Schools.  Bravo boys!!

Congratulations to Josh Isaac for competing in a 
successful European Taekwon-Do championship 
in Estonia. Josh had a fantastic tournament getting 
through to the final 8 out of 35 competitors in 
individual black belt, 1st degree patterns, age 14 - 17 
losing out on a bronze medal by only 6 points to the 
Czech Republic who are one of the best teams in 
patterns. The following morning Josh won bronze in 
his team patterns event with the Junior male team. 
Well done Josh!



EXTRA-CURRICULAR SUCCESS

Jack Rosser played for the Cardiff City Academy U16’s away team at Chelsea. Unfortunately they lost 6-3, 
with Jack scoring one of the goals! Jack was competing against players who had just signed from Athletico 
Madrid and Spurs for a six figure fee, so well done Jack!

6th Form Taster Days - Year 11 pupils were offered the chance to experience A Level lessons on Monday 
3rd and Tuesday 4th July. These days were very well attended by our current Year 11 and by external 
applicants who are joining us in September. The feedback from pupils  was very positive with many telling 
us that the days had really helped them make up their minds about their subject options. Staff were very 
impressed with the attitude, approach and probing questioning of the pupils on both days. Around 80% 
of those who have applied to 6th Form came to the days and we will ensure this now becomes an annual 
event to give 6th form applicants high quality guidance in making vital Post 16 choices. 

6th Form Common Room - Year 12 and 13 
volunteers have worked with Lloyds Bank over 
the past few months to make improvements 
to the 6th Form Common Room, Work Room 
and Courtyard. Our 6th formers have raised all 
of the money for paint and materials through 
such activities as a cake sale at Lloyds HQ in 
Tredegar Park. They have raised over £1000 
towards the project which will see repainted 
and re floored rooms.  The work room will also 
double as a Wellbeing room. The environment 
for 6th Formers will be significantly improved by 
this outstanding volunteer work. It is particularly 
impressive that many of those who worked

on the project are leaving us this year and so won’t benefit themselves but have left a fantastic legacy to 
the 6th formers coming after them. Enormous thanks must go to Mrs Wheatley for her work on both of 
these very successful initiatives.

SIXTH FORM NEWS



It’s been a busy few 
months for the 
Bassaleg athletics 
team and we have 
seen some excellent 
results. Seven athletes 
qualified for the Welsh 
schools championships 
in Cardiff and they will 
represent the county.  

Success also went to 
the U14 Girls team who 
have qualified for 
National finals in 
Brecon on July 11th.   
Good luck girls! The 
top 16 schools in Wales 
will be competing. 

The U16 boys team 
were very unlucky to 
miss out by 0.5 of a 
point!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Congratulations to all the 
Bassaleg staff and students who 
took part in the charity Staff v
Students Baseball matches that 
took place this July.  Of the two 
matches played, the score was 
one all, therefore a decider match 
will be played in December!

The P.E Department also 
organised several other 
fundraising activities to raise 
money for Prostate Cancer UK, 
including a sweepstake on this 
year’s Football World Cup and 
several charity games. The overall 
total is being counted as we speak 
and a final figure will be published 
shortly. A huge well done and 
thank you to all those who took 
part and/or donated money to this 
worthwhile cause.

There will also be a ‘Bob for Bats’ 
touch rugby tournament taking 
place in August, more details can 
be found on the back page.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Congratulations go to Ellie 
Mae Wainwright, Elin Griffiths, 
Bethan Wainwright, Zac Lloyd 
Jones, Emily Fry, Elinor 
Kenward and Isabel Davies.

In the county year 7 and 8 
championships, Bassaleg 
secured many gold medals. 
Congratulations to the following 
gold medalists: Year 8 - Libby 
Davidson: 300m, Lily Hart: 
800m, Ellie-Mae Wainwright: 
hurdles and Emily Fry: High 
Jump.  Year 7 - Ceri Griffiths: 
1500m, Rihoko N- Adachi: Shot 
and Leo Stark: 800m.  In 

addition to this many school records were broken this year, some were over 20 years old.  The following 
have broken records in their respective events.  Ceri Griffiths, Elin Griffiths, Leo Stark, Oliver Palmer, Ellie 
Mae Wainwright, Emily Fry and the Year 7 boys relay team - Tanatswa Nyakuhwa, Matthew Hilmi, Ieuan 
Satherley and Leo Stark.

A big thank you to ex-pupil and the newest Wales rugby player, Aaron Wainwright for giving up his time to 
come and chat to our pupils.    

Also a big thank you to the 
pupils who helped out at the 
sports day of our partner 
primary schools - Marshfield 
and Mount Pleasant, 
making sure all the events 
ran smoothly.  

All the pupils involved 
represented the school 
impeccably. 



D & T DEPARTMENT

Pasta - Year 9 practised some high skills dishes including pasta. They 
used it to make lasagne, cannelloni, spaghetti and pasta bows. 

Presentation plates - Year 10 experimented with different presentation 
skills. The results look delicious, if a little sickly!



D & T DEPARTMENT

Year 10 Caterers enjoyed 
a trip to Nando's in Friar's 
Walk. 

They were given behind
the scenes access into
the kitchen where they 
learnt about the various 
aspects of running a 
restaurant including food 
safety, employment 
contracts and forecasting 
profitability. 

They were even offered a 
free employment trial when 
they turn sixteen!

A huge congratulations to all 
the Year 11 Catering pupils 
who produced outstanding 
coursework this year, well 
done!  



MUSIC DEPARTMENT

BASSALEG MESSAGES

We would also like to thank Mount Pleasant Primary School for holding 
a non-uniform day where all proceeds raised will be very kindly donated 
to the Lucy Ellis Foundation 
in memory of Lucy and her 
family.  “ A big heartfelt thank 
you to all staff and students 
at Mount Pleasant Primary 

Summer Concert - On Wednesday 11th July, Griffin Hall was alive to the sounds of the school Summer 
Concert, featuring all of our ensembles including; Wind Band, Big Band, String Orchestra, Senior Choir, 
Junior Choir and not forgetting the Staff Choir. All the groups performed superbly well and we thank all 
pupils involved especially those who have come back from their exams to take part. We also took the 
opportunity to say a fond farewell to our wonderful Year 13’s who are leaving us to go to pastures new, we 
thank them for all they have contributed and wish them all the best of luck with results and future 
endeavours. 

Trumpet Masterclass - The school were thrilled 
to host a masterclass with James Thompson, a 
renowned trumpet professor from America where 
he teaches at the world famous Eastman School 
of Music in New York. The pupils benefited greatly 
from his expertise and teaching including a number 
of pupils performing for Mr. Thompson during the 
masterclass. It was also good to see Mr. 
Thompson work with the Greater Gwent Brass 
Ensemble which included a number of Bassaleg 
pupils. Well done to all involved. 

‘Stage and Screen’ Concert - In April, Bassaleg School went to St. Basil's church to present an evening 
of ‘Stage and Screen’ music. Featuring the Senior Choir with ‘For Good’, ‘Day By Day’ and ‘City of Stars’ 
featuring Oliver Cook in Year 11 as the soloist. We also heard from Junior Choir who presented us with 
selections from ‘Joseph’. We were also fortunate to hear some wonderful singing from the Chamber choir 
as they sang ‘The Rose’ and ‘Fix You’. Jenny Elsen and Rebekah Fletcher both of Year 12 gave a 
wonderful performance of ‘Hallelujah!’ A major highlight of the evening was the inclusion of thee student led 
groups, we had a brass group performing ‘Harry Potter’ which was used as a GCSE performance piece, 
The Guitar group bringing us amongst other pieces, ‘James Bond’ and the Clarinet Group who performed 
a medley of Disney music. The audience were also treated to a selection of pieces from the school Wind 
Band, who showed their ability to perform a wide range of styles, including ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’, 
‘Amazing Grace’, and ‘One Moment in Time.’ Our thanks go to the pupils and parents, special mention to 
Mr Turner for leading the Wind Band and Mrs Gifford-Berry for her accompaniment to the choirs. We thank 
the church for the use of the church and look forward to returning soon. 

Bassaleg School would like say a huge thank you and fond farewell to 
Mrs Thomas who is leaving us having been Headteacher for nine years; 
we wish her every success



WELSH BACCALAUREATE
Year 10 have delivered 2 highly successful days of coaching sessions to year 6 , 7 and 8. We are 
extremely proud of how professionally they delivered their lessons. The feedback from primary schools 
and Bassaleg staff has been exceptionally positive. Year 6 loved their days of activities and you have 
certainly alleviated  their fears about coming to the school next year. 

Students who deserve special mention for their delivery of coaching sessions are below:

Ethan Gauregui, the comment from a staff member  
was “ Is this the 5x60 officer?” Ethan was so 
professional, well done. 

Luke Lezar was absolutely fantastic in leading the 
Year 8 pupils in the baseball sessions - he was very 
mature and just got on with it - brilliant. James 
Gurney, Owen Dilger, Josh Hibbert and Brooke 
Crean were also very good.

Excellent touch rugby days were carried out by year 
10 boys James Grey, Brandon Tutton, Luke Lezar 
and Luke Mitchell. All four boys should be praised 
for their efforts and passion they demonstrated 
throughout the day; Natural leaders, great words of 
encouragement to the younger pupils.

Kieran Coles did a fantastic job coaching football 
sessions, year 6 loved the session.

Leon Barnett’s leadership skills pretty much saved the day. 
He was a driving force of encouragement to his reluctant 
team!  He issued them jobs, encouraged them throughout 
the day and circulated well with the year 8 pupils.

Lewis McLoughlin, Millie Manson, Rhian Edmunds and 
Angelina Morris have been commended for their 
contribution.

Matthew Turner’s coaching skills have led to him being recommended for coaching opportunities in the 
future.  

The Team Building and Problem Solving group were excellent. 
Their organisational skills were outstanding Sian Flagg-Catterall, 
Hannah Isgrove, Jasmin Sims, Megan Small, Bethan Wainfur, 
Rebecca West and  Joshua Legg.

Gareth Cross was commended for his sensitive approach to all 
ability of students.

The Food groups got a 10/10 from year 6 pupils, Phoebe Harris,
Isha Yousaf and Rhys Foster made the lessons fun for all the 
pupils great support and encouragement.

Da iawn Year 10.


