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Course Outline 
 
This course allows the learner to study construction and the built environment, giving them the 
opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of the industry. They will develop skills 
such as interpreting and analysing information, identifying the infrastructure required for safe and 
efficient work and in understanding how client needs can shape building design. 
 
It gives the learner the opportunity to learn about one of the most important sectors of the UK 
economy. The learner will study three mandatory units, covering the fundamental knowledge, skills 
and understanding required construction technology and design:  
● construction technology  
● construction and design  
● scientific and mathematical application for construction.  
 
They will build on the knowledge gained in the mandatory units by completing one out of six further 
units. This will provide them with an opportunity to develop a wider understanding and appreciation 
of a specific aspect of the construction industry. 
 
The areas covered are:  
● construction drawing techniques  
● exploring carpentry and joinery principles and techniques  
● exploring brickwork  
● exploring painting  
● exploring plumbing principles and techniques  
● exploring electrical principles and techniques. 
 
The mandatory units in this qualification ensure that all learners will develop:  
● knowledge that underpins learning in other units in the qualification – Unit 1: Construction 
Technology and Unit 2: Scientific and Mathematical Applications for Construction  
● practical and vocational skills – Unit 3: Construction and Design.  
The optional specialist units give centres flexibility to tailor the programme to the local area and 
give learners the opportunity to pursue more specialist interests. These units may be selected to:  
● deepen and enhance practical application of vocational skills  
● develop general work-related skills 
 
Summary of assessment 

 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Construction and the Built Environment includes 
one externally assessed unit. This will help learners as they progress either into higher levels of 
vocational learning or to related academic qualifications, by providing independent assessment 
evidence of learning alongside the portfolio-based assessment. This approach will also assist 
learners in developing a range of transferable skills, and in applying their knowledge in unfamiliar 



contexts. The remaining units are internally assessed. Internal assessment enables learners to 
develop a wider range of skills and provide evidence towards meeting the unit assessment criteria. 
Evidence for assessment can be generated through a range of activities, including written work, 
practical performance and verbal presentations. 
 
 
This BTEC First Award has units that the centre assesses (internal) and an examination that 
Pearson sets and marks (external). 
 

 
 
The external  exam is set and marked by Pearson. The exam lasts for 1 hour 15 minutes and 
contains 60 marks. There will be different types of objective, short answer and extended writing 
questions. Learners will need to be able to demonstrate the use of sketching techniques. 
 
The other units are assessed internally by the centre and externally verified by Pearson. 
 
Learning Pathways Post-16 
  
This qualification enables the learner to develop a theoretical and practical knowledge of the built 
environment alongside some practical skills. It enables them to engage with the mathematical and 
scientific principles that underpin the construction industry, and to explore the impact of design 
through research and the application of their own ideas in response to a design brief. It also allows 
them to progress to further study at level 3 of academic and/or vocational qualifications in 
construction and the built environment, engineering or design, and to apprenticeships. 
 
 


