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Essential GCSE’s - Spanish 
 

Course Outline 
 

For AS Level, students will study two themes: Being a ‘Young Person in Spanish Speaking Society’ 
and ‘Understanding the Spanish Speaking World’. In the second year, students will cover another two 
themes along similar lines. 

 

 

Entry Requirements 
 

This course is intended for those who have studied Spanish at GCSE Level and it is highly advisable 
that you achieve at least a B Grade at GCSE but this is not a prerequisite.  You should be determined 
to succeed, willing to contribute orally in class in Spanish and be well organised for meeting 
deadlines. You should also be prepared to work independently outside of the classroom. 

 

 

What will I study? 
 

The topics build on what you have studied at GCSE and cover a wide range of interesting and 
engaging issues within the following themes 

‘Being a Young Person in Spanish Speaking Society’ 

 Family structures, traditional and modern values, friendships / relationships  

 Youth trends, issues and personal identity   
 Educational and employment opportunities 

‘Understanding the Spanish Speaking World’ 

 Regional culture and heritage in Spain, Spanish-speaking countries and communities   

 Literature, art, film and music in the Spanish- speaking world 
The common thread amongst these is discovering how people speak at a personal level and what 
their individual views are on these everyday topics. You will make rapid progress as you develop 
your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills to the point where you can competently tackle 
advanced language work.  You will also work independently by doing exercises via the internet. 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 
 

At AS level the assessment is in two parts.  There is a 2 hour 30 minute exam which includes 
listening, reading and translating and an essay on a film. The speaking test lasts for 15 minutes and 
consists of two tasks.  There is no coursework. 

 

Career Opportunities and Progression 
 
There are now many different courses open to those who have studied Spanish to A Level. As well as 
degree courses studying Spanish literature there are courses in which the language is studied alongside 
economics, engineering, politics, business studies, law and science. Many courses offer a work experience 
or study placement in Spain or a Spanish speaking country to enable students to become fluent Spanish 
speakers. The ability to speak more than one language is a prized skill which is very impressive on a 
university application form or a CV, irrespective of the course or job for which you are applying. Students 
who are considering applying to study medicine at university should note that medical schools welcome 
applicants who offer Spanish as one of their A Level subjects. 

 


