
 
 
 

 

 

 
16th April 2021 
 
Update from the Headteacher  
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I’m very pleased to report a hugely successful first week back on site with our entire 
school community; it has been such a pleasure to witness our students re-engage 
with such enthusiasm to face-to-face learning on site and enjoy the buzz of being 
back with their peers and staff once more. I’m also very pleased to share the news 
that the PE and Music Departments will shortly be corresponding with you about the 
re-launch of our extra-curricular programme after school to enable our young people 
to re-engage with the activities they love and have missed greatly.  
 
Monday saw the start of our ‘summer uniform’ and so it feels pertinent to use this 
update as a timely reminder of the need for us to continue to work collectively on 
maintaining high standards in this area. Please refer to our uniform policy for further 
details but crucially can I ask all parents/carers to ensure that the following protocols 
are followed as there have been particular issues with each of these aspects this 
week: 
 

- Coats must not be worn instead of a blazer; should pupils be cold, they must 
wear their blazer and if necessary this blazer under a coat; 

- Hoodies or cardigans are not part of our uniform and must not be worn; 
- The jewellery policy is sufficiently flexible to allow pupils to wear studs in the 

ears and nose and for subtle items such as bracelets and rings to also be 
worn; rings or bars in the ear or nose are not permitted; 

- Pupils must wear appropriate all-black footwear; 
 
Whilst we fully appreciate that there are very bespoke reasons why perhaps full and 
correct uniform isn’t possible at this time with a very small minority of students; with 
Directors of Wellbeing working closely with such families, it is critical that we work 
together on this important agenda, so crucial to promoting a culture of high 
expectations for all in Bassaleg. 
 
Thank you to the many families who have chosen to engage in the Lateral Flow Testing 
Programme which is currently in operation for Years 10-13; a reminder to test on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings and report the results. I’m pleased to report that the 
testing programme is being expanded to include Years 7-9 and information will be sent 
to parents/carers Monday morning.  
 
Finally, Newport City Council have asked all Secondary Headteachers to circulate the 
attached letter in regard to a recent cluster of positive COVID cases in the Bassaleg 
area. Whilst it is addressed specifically for Years 11,12 and 13 parents, I would like to 
reinforce the hugely important message for all parents and carers to continue to be 
vigilant in observing lockdown protocols at evenings and at weekends so that we are 



 
 
 

 

 

collectively doing everything possible to reduce and alleviate transmission and in doing 
so keep everyone within our school community safe. We continue to work incredibly 
hard on site to mitigate risk of transmission and I thank you in advance of your efforts 
to reinforce such important protocols outside of school also. 
 
As we are now ‘back on site’ full-time, I’ll return to corresponding with you as and when 
I need to, as opposed to sending updates every Friday. It's been lovely to see some 
sustained sunshine this week; I hope it continues into the weekend. In the meantime, 
look after yourselves, look after each other.  
 
 
Cofion cynnes 
 
 
 
 
Victoria Lambe 
Headteacher  


