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Overview of course content 
 

It is often stated that children are our future; this is what makes studying early childhood (0 
– 5 years) such a fascinating, challenging and important area of study.  This diverse 
course provides pupils with the opportunity to study the value of the family and 
relationships. Wider aspects such as pregnancy, birth and parenthood are also covered. 

 

A major element of the course is the Controlled Assessments, which include a child study 
where each student carries out an observation of a child of their choice and a child 
focused task which includes researching a suitable diet for a child and designing and 
making a range of food items. 

 
This subject cannot be studied in conjunction with Health & Social Care. 

 

Summary of assessment 
 
 

Unit 1 Written Paper 

40% 
 
 

One theory paper of 1 hour and 30 minutes in length. 
This tests the core content of the course. 

 
 

Unit 2 Child Study 

Controlled Assessment 

30% 
 

One task to be selected from a bank of three set by the WJEC exam board. 
A report is written to include investigation and production focusing on a child’s 

development. 
 

 

Unit 3 Child Focused Task 

Controlled Assessment 

30% 
 

One task to be selected from a bank of two set by the WJEC exam board. 
To include researching, planning, making and evaluating. 

An A3 research portfolio is completed to support the design and practical work. 
 

 

Learning Pathways post 16 
 

This course leads to further study at 16+ in a number of areas, including Health & Social 
Care at Level 3.  It also leads on to a number of degree courses for example, BSc in Early 
Childhood Studies at Swansea University.  Students interested in careers with children, 
such as teaching, social work or nursing would find this course particularly rewarding and 
valuable 


