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Update from the Headteacher 

 
Re – The opportunity to return to school: ‘check in, catch up, prepare’ 

 
Monday 15th June 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As detailed in my letter to you last Wednesday, the plans for schools across Wales are: 
 

 Statutory schooling will re- start - schools will open on 29th June 2020; 

 Schools will be open to all year groups, for limited periods; 

 Only a maximum of a third of pupils will be in school at one time; 

 Schools will need time to reach this level; 

 All children will have the opportunity to ‘check in, catch up & prepare for the summer and 
September’; 

 Schools and local councils will make their own decisions on how this is managed; 

 The autumn term half term break will also be extended by a week with term ending on Friday 24th 
July. 

 
We have been busy planning how this can be managed at Bassaleg with our key objectives being to 
prioritise the health & safety of pupils and staff whilst ensuring that this opportunity to return to school 
before the summer carries value and purpose in terms of supporting pupils’ learning and wellbeing. 
Following the publication of Welsh Government guidance at the end of last week, which complements the 
proposals we had already drafted, I am now in a position to be able to outline the broad principles of what 
the opportunity to ‘return to school’ will look like for your child to enable you to make an informed 
decision.  
 
Key principles of ‘Provision’ at Bassaleg Monday 29th June – Friday 24th July 
 

 At present there is no statutory requirement for you to send your child to school. However, if you 
choose to send them, they will be organised into set groups, carefully organised to minimise social 
contact and maximise access to learning; 

 Each year group will be timetabled for one morning a week on the same day for four weeks; 
- Mondays Year 7 
- Tuesdays Year 8 
- Wednesdays Year 9 
- Thursdays Year 10 
- Fridays Years 11/12/13  

 Pupils will be separated into groups (which cannot be changed) and given very specific times to 
arrive at school; these arrival times will be staggered between 8.30am and 9.30am to avoid any 
groups congregating; 

 Pupils will be on site for approximately 3 x hours; they will leave site at staggered times between 
12pm and 1pm; 

 Pupils will be assigned a classroom, in which there will be no more than 10 pupils to enable desks 
and pupils to be appropriately socially distanced; 

 During their time in school, Years 7, 8 and 9 will engage in ‘subject specific’ video workshops 
carefully prepared by subject specialists, designed to develop pupils’ skills and prepare them for the 
‘next phase’ of schooling in the Autumn term; these will also be available remotely from home; 

 Year 10 will also work in maximum group sizes of 10 and their focus will be specifically English and 
Maths; all subjects across the curriculum will be preparing ‘video workshops’ for Year 10 in addition 
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to English and Maths but these will only be accessed remotely by students when learning from 
home;  

 As pupils will receive this ‘face-to-face’ learning for three hours over 4 weeks, the 12 hours of 
‘teaching’ will also include a critical wellbeing ‘check in and catch up’ on their first day in school; 

 Whilst we understand that statutory education will have ceased for Year 11 and Year 13 by this 
date, we are mindful that some of our pupils may wish to ‘touch base’ with their form tutor to 
discuss sixth form/ HE/ pathway options and so we have factored time in on Fridays for students to 
meet with their form tutor should they wish to; 

 For Year 12, as we are not able to continue any ‘face-to-face’ teaching before the summer due to 
this not being equitable for collaboration students, we would like to give Year 12 students the 
opportunity to also meet with their form tutor to ‘check in, catch up and prepare;’ 

 Remote learning for all year groups will continue through this period but as pupils are experiencing 
a blend of ‘face-to-face’ and remote learning, please be patient as we adjust to new routines; 

 Childcare will continue to be available for children of key workers in Year 7 every day at Bassaleg; 
 Parents of pupils who would ordinarily receive direct additional support through our Progress 

Centre will be contacted in due course by our Progress Centre team.  
 To support families at this very late stage of an academic year, pupils will NOT need to wear school 

uniform during these four weeks; we are mindful that pupils are likely to have outgrown garments 
and also critically, we want to make this ‘first phase’ of re-opening as comfortable as possible for 
our school community as we all re-adjust to very new conditions of learning; 

 Parents/ carers will be responsible for the safe arrival/ departure to/from school as pupil 
transport is not available at this time as per the statement from the Local Authority: ‘The local 
authority is working with passenger transport providers to develop safe transport for a prioritised 
group of pupils with complex needs and disabilities who cannot find alternative methods of 
transport. Due to unprecedented Covid related issues mainstream pupil transport will not be 
available when schools partially re-open on June 29th’. The local authority is working to secure 
safe pupil transport for September and will notify schools and parents when there is more 
information’ 
 

To ensure that we keep your child as safe as possible, the following Health & Safety protocol will be in 
place: 

- When pupils arrive on time at their designated time slot, they will be greeted by senior staff 
who will guide them to register on socially distanced marker points in various zones in school; 

- Staff will then guide each class (of no more than 10) to each classroom where they will use a 
hand sanitiser on entry and remain there for the morning. Guidance from WG stipulates that 
PPE masks need not be worn in schools; 

- Pupils will have their own desk and must bring in their own equipment: pens, pencils etc. plus 
a note book or electronic device if this be preferable. Pupils must not exchange equipment with 
anyone; 

- Pupils must bring in their own snacks/ drinks as our canteens are closed; 
- Natural breaks will be carved into the morning session but pupils will not have the opportunity 

to mix with pupil groups outside of their own class; 
- At the end of the morning, staff will guide pupil groups to exit the school site via a planned 

route so as to once again mitigate the possibility of any groups congregating; 
- Pupils will be reminded of our very clear Behaviour for Learning expectations; should anyone 

fail to follow the instructions of a member of staff, therefore compromising the safety of those 
in their class, it may result in contacting parents/carers to collect this young person from 
school. 

 
To enable our staff to prepare for their transition back to face-face learning, they will be engaged in training 
for two days next week, to ensure they are fully briefed on risk assessments and social distancing measures 
amongst many other things. To this end, home learning will look slightly different on Monday 22nd June and 
Tuesday 23rd June; whilst pupils will have access to learning activities on google classroom, no staff will be 
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overseeing these lessons. This professional learning time is essential for our school community to be fully 
prepared to welcome our pupils back on to site, safely from Monday 29th June.  
 
Please be reassured that since the minister’s statement last week, we have explored a number of different 
options to ensure that our young people have the opportunity to experience a purposeful return to school 
whilst being mindful of only being able to do so in a very gradual way to keep everyone safe on site. I fully 
understand that there may be aspects of this proposal which may make you/ your child feel anxious; whilst 
I cannot alleviate the strict environmental conditions of social distancing and important H&S protocol and 
certainly cannot guarantee this being a ‘risk-free environment,’ I know that my staff will go above and 
beyond to make this transition to ‘a new norm’ for schools as comfortable as possible for your child.  
 
Weighing up each of these factors, please can I ask that you click on the link below which will direct you to 
a simple form to indicate if your child will/will not be returning and to do so no later than 2pm Wednesday 
17th June. I know you will appreciate that due to the extraordinary amount of planning required for this 
next phase, we will not be going out to consultation again before the summer holiday so we would kindly 
ask that you make an informed decision today for this four week period. Nil returns are required.  
 
https://forms.gle/zar6F9fUkaUN1ijLA 
 
Whilst we are guided to not think ahead to the ‘planning of the next phase’ in Autumn (as we cannot 
determine what the science will dictate,) please know that we are working very hard behind the scenes to 
consider how we can facilitate the best possible provision for our young people moving forward. Whilst it is 
doubtful any of us are likely to see ‘normal routines’ for some time, it does give us the wonderful 
opportunity to facilitate more creative, bespoke, blended styles of learning to include online ‘live’ teaching, 
modelling through video tutorials with face-to-face learning at school. It is incumbent upon us all to be 
flexible in our approach and understanding of what the ‘new norm’ will be; just know that we will continue 
to strive to be and do the very best for all of our young people. 
 
On that note and back to this summer term, can I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued 
support. Should you decide that your child will be returning, I will be in touch in due course with further 
detailed guidance for pupils and parents/carers. Please continue to take good care of yourselves. 
 
Cofion cynnes 
 
Victoria Lambe 
Headteacher 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fzar6F9fUkaUN1ijLA&data=02%7C01%7CVictoria.Lambe%40newport.gov.uk%7Cb8a7ba4879b641a1080908d80d0f8368%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C637273707558174869&sdata=%2FSxJDc7Rsxu7s1NQRO1YmPxnc6oc9igTXgyI%2B%2Fe4uvQ%3D&reserved=0

