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FUTURE CHEF COMPETITION 2016

Bassaleg School would like to congratulate James Faithfull and Eleanor 
Williams, both Year 9, who competed in the local Gwent Future Chef final 
at Cross Keys College Campus. Both pupils did exceptionally well and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Dishes included risotto with home 
made chicken stock, lemon tart and freshly made 
pasta with pork and fennel meatballs. Ellie

and James were a credit to themselves, parents and Bassaleg School.  
     Well done!



WBQ DEPARTMENT

The Welsh Baccalaureate  
Department would like to 
congratulate our Year 11 students 
who completed their Community 
Challenge for WBQ with superb 
results, during the Community 
Week in July 2016.  We are 
extremely proud of the groups 
which taught Year 7 pupils in 
activities such as Tennis, Art, 
Drama, Netball, Long Jump, 
Baseball and Agility. 



The WBQ Department would also like to say 
well done to our Year 13 students who have 
made a fantastic contribution to the local 
community, working with Bassaleg 
allotments, updating the quadrants, teaching 
ICT to silver surfers, volunteering in local 
organisations and coaching younger 
students. They are currently working 
tirelessly on their individual projects and are 
about to embark on their enterprise 
challenge.  

Students who deserve 
special mention for their delivery 
of coaching sessions are Josh 
Collins-Awuakye, James Briant, 
Nicole Skinner, Travis Watkins. 
Freya Beecher, Bailey Wheatley, 
Lewis Talbot, Lewis Owen, 
Brodie Coghlan. Jarod Mitson, 
Linus Crowley, Gabriella Moss, 
Jess Cheung, Sophie Anderson, 
Tom Wellington, Ben Hodson, 
Nathan Wall. Martha Giles, Nikkita 
Chick, Dan Spalding, Alexia Wall, 
Rhiannon Williams, Ayshe Sager, 
Freya Palmer, Aimee Kidd and  
Isabelle Farrent. Year 7 had a  
fantastic time. Da iawn Year 11!

WBQ DEPARTMENT



MATHS DEPARTMENT

The Mathematics Department would like to congratulate our Sixth Form students who participated in the 
Senior Maths Challenge this year. Seventeen pupils achieved awards! Year 13: Gold; Anthony Arden (plus 
Best in School Award) and Luke Naylor. Silver: Raj Lakshay. Bronze; Jenny Prosser, Jack Hurst, Matthew 
Watkins and Conor McCan. Year 12: Silver; Matthew Arden (plus Best in year award) and Lucy Bidwell. 
Bronze: Lewis Churchill, Jonathan Davies, Maddie Colebrook, Glyn Wells, Rayan Rahman, Mahalla Mlewa, 
Adam Levesconte and Thomas Whiting. In addition, Anthony Arden has qualified for the next round which is 
the Senior Kangaroo Challenge.  Well Done and Good Luck Anthony! “Well done to all who were involved 
- we are very proud of you.”

A huge thanks to 8EOS, 8BDA, 8AFI 
& 8RRO for their contribution to KS3 
assemblies this term. Plenty of 
superb speeches, dramatic plays 
and enthusiastic singing, all mixed 
together to make a selection of 
really high quality performances from 
our pupils. There were some initial 
nerves and last minute adjustments 
but all of the pupils played a 
significant part in contributing to the 
   success of this 
    scheme.

YEAR 8 ASSEMBLIES



LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT

Year 8 - In the recent stand 
down days, Year 8 pupils 
learnt all about the Mexican 
‘Día de los Muertos’ festival 
(Day of the Dead). They  
discovered the traditions and 
stories behind this heart  
warming festival and why and 
how it is celebrated. They  
finished off by creating their 
own beautifully decorated 
masks! 

Pupils in key stages 3 and 4 
have been developing their 
spontaneous speech in MFL 
as well as their translation 
skills via mini Jenga. There 
was lots of fun (and some  
frustration!) as the towers  
toppled but the language 
produced more than made up 
for it!



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

 

Creative Writing Club - Led by Frankie 
Iggulden, 9CKA and supervised by Mr. 
McCullough, our new Key Stage 3  
Creative Writing club is already proving 
to be a weekly inspiration for those who 
have an interest in developing, discussing 
and sharing their writing alongside other 
like minded pupils and staff. Members of 
the club have been establishing how they 
can emulate successful components in 
their own writing and many have a keen 
interest in testing their creativity in school, 
regional and national competitions. As well 
as preparing competition entries, pupils are 
also keen to collate an anthology of work 
that best demonstrates the creative writing 
talent in evidence at Bassaleg School. The 
intention will be to publish this anthology 
so that it can go on sale at whole school 

events with all proceeds being donated to a local charity.  If you fancy yourself as the next Roald Dahl, J. K. 
   Rowling or Stephanie Meyer, or even if you fancy getting in out of the cold and 
         sharing with others what you are enjoying about the book you are currently 
       reading, then pop along to F24 on a Friday lunchtime and you’ll receive 
         a warm welcome. 

    



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

 

Congratulations to the following competition winners: 1st place - Tom Sherlock, 2nd place - Ben Patey, 3rd 
place - Mia Baker and Aimee Dutton .  Special mentions to the ‘Woof Woof’ Group: Alfie Thomas, Sam, Alex, 
Tristan, Evan, Chad, Harrison (8RHA), Edan Jefferson and Iwan Sherlock, Amy, Beth, Polly, Max! (8NB).  
The English Department would like to say a massive THANK YOU to everyone for their support with the 
poetry stand down days! The standard of entries for the competition was so impressive and this would never 
have been such a success without the enthusiasm and amazing delivery of the sessions!



RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT

In The Tunnel

On Monday 14 November the RS  
department invited into school 
Joanna Millen, a Holocaust survivor, 
to talk to Year 9 students. All Year 9 
students are currently studying a unit 
called “Impact of Faith” in lessons 
which explores the Holocaust as well 
as issues associated with racism,  
prejudice, discrimination and  
forgiveness. Joanna spoke to  
students about her memories of  
being a very young child in Germany 
when the Holocaust was taking 
place and the impact it had on her 
life afterwards. Students were then  

    given the opportunity to ask questions. It was a very engaging and thought  
          provoking session.

LEARNING FOR LIFE

A focus of the “Learning for Life” programme of study for 
all Key Stage 3 students this year has been to arrange for  
motivational speakers to come in and talk to students to 
inspire and challenge to look at their lives differently.  
Focussing on issues such as body image, anti-bullying 
and peer pressure, our visitors have shared their own 
stories and experiences.  “Guvna B” came in and shared 
his rap music with students whilst also spending time  
giving them important messages about valuing  
themselves and their lives. Then Esther Elliott’s visit 
coincided with “Anti -bullying” week where she shared her 
music as well as her experiences. All students in Years 7, 
8 and 9 agreed that they had enjoyed the sessions and 
that it had given them much to think about.



HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

This term Year 10 Child Development and Health and Social Care classes participated in a virtual baby 
experience. Students had the opportunity to respond to the needs of a baby in preparation for future careers 
in the field of childcare. The day included an opportunity to feed, change and respond 
to the different requirements of the virtual baby. Students found the visit helpful, 
tiring, challenging and enjoyable.

YEAR 7 FUNDRAISING

Year 7 have raised £2470 for our chosen charity, LEPRA. This money has been raised through a range of 
activities in school including bake sales, a sponsored workout in Griffin Gym and a sponsored pyjama 
walk around Tredegar Park (which included a VERY late sleepover so the pupils did well to complete it!).  
Zac Smith, 7APC, was the largest single contributor, raising over £130.00 through collections at his local 
church. Our LEPRA co-ordinator, Gill Wilkinson, commented that “this is a fantastic total, and typical of the 
committed support we always receive from pupils, staff and parents at Bassaleg School”.



GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT

The minute we stepped off the plane in Iceland we could tell that the air was different. During our visit, we 
viewed many new and amazing sites, most of which left us in awe. From tall and beautiful waterfalls, to high 
and mighty glaciers, Iceland didn’t disappoint.  The trip was fully packed with different activities and sites to 
see.  The first stop on our trip was the stunning blue waters of the Blue Lagoon. The water was surprisingly 
warm compared to the cold Icelandic air and we all had a brilliant time.  Without a doubt, one of our 
favourite and most jam packed days was the second day of our trip. The day started out in the heart of 
Reykjavik where we had stayed the night. One of the first visits of the day was to the Thingvellir National 
Park, where we saw the site of the first meeting of the Icelandic Parliament. We could also see clearly the 
vast rift valley where the tectonic plates meet. Our next stop of the day was to the breathtaking Geysir. We 
were all taken aback watching the wonderful Geysir, Strokkur, explode so high up into the sky. A few of us 
even managed to capture it on video! Next up was the astonishing Gullfoss Waterfall. The magnificent water 
hit us as soon as we stepped off the bus. We were lucky enough to walk right next to the fast-flowing 
waterfall and experience it 
right up close.  Everyday in 
Iceland left us fascinated and 
eager to learn more. 
Nothing could prepare us for 
the amazing views, 
opportunities and adventures 
that Iceland had to offer. 
Even though the days were 
long, the great planning of all 
the teachers made the trip 
the best ever and for that we 
thank you! It was truly a once 
in a lifetime opportunity and 
something that we will 
remember for a long time.  
By Bethan Davies and 
Rebekah Fletcher, Year 11



EXTRA CURRICULAR SUCCESS

Bassaleg School would like to congratulate Hannah Venn, Year 8, who has featured in two films.  One  
being a hard hitting short film 'Refuge' created by Farsight Creative showing the devastation of civil war.  
Hannah played a young girl called Sophie with parents Tabitha (Zoe Davies) and Thomas (James Ashton) 
who flees from the civil war happening in the UK. This was filmed in Tonyrefail.  ‘Refuge’ was well received 
by film makers at the Chapter Arts Centre for July’s Movie Maker and will now be entered for a Welsh 
Bafta. Hannah also played 'Nicole Weaver', a baseball player in Case Files, a feature film 'Home Run' by 
Tricell Films.  

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Congratulations to the following 39  
students who received their Bronze, Silver 
and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards, with 
3 pupils participating in the 60th  
Anniversary Diamond Challenge. It was 
lovely to celebrate their hard work and 
successes with them and their parents 
- they are a true credit to the school.   
Bronze: Laiba Ather, Lucy Bidwell, 
Chenice Cranton, Emily Gill, Jessica 
Jeffreys, Hannah Long, Sophie Osborn, 
Jeevan Singh, Rebecca Williams, Rhian 
Beecham, Maya Cadman, Martha Giles, 
Elicia Hopkins, Lauren King, Rachael 

Morris, Jack Pardoe, Grace Vaughan, Matthew Arden, Teifi Davies, Ricardo Dos Santos, Katie Francis, Jake 
Leith, Emily Talbot, Alex Vinh, Neil Chamberlain, Evan Davies, Jordan Evans, Dylan  
Joosten, Ayshe Sager, Nicole Trew, Glyn Wells.  Silver: Kieran Hughes.   
Gold: Mumin Abdul, Charlotte Draper, Gareth Potts, Patrick Fidler,  
Poppy Jones, Kate Rodway and Joshua Worman.



THE PHOENIX PROJECT

Between 14 & 18 November, ten Year 8 students attended the Phoenix Project at Malpas Fire Station. The 
Project aims to develop team-work, communication skills and self-discipline through a number of activities 
that the actual Fire Service carry out on a day-to-day basis. The week was a massive success: all students 
completed the course with flying colours, gaining an Agored Level 1 Qualification in the process. Whether 
climbing a 108ft tower, searching for survivors in a pitch-black ‘dark house’ or learning to operate a fully 
functioning hose connected to a fire truck the group showed remarkable dedication, effort and bravery. A 
great week was closed by the group performing their passing out ceremony in front of their families, Mr  
Williams, Miss Beer, Mr Brown and Ms Gray. The entire group should be proud of their efforts.



HISTORY DEPARTMENT

At the end of last term the History 
Department took all Year 7 students 
to Cardiff Castle.  Students toured 
the castle learning about the 3rd 
Marquess, the gothic towers and the 
breath taking rooms each with its 
uniquely lavish and opulent interior.  
The students also spent time learning 
about Medieval medicine and 
weaponry from the last 
2000 years.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

In September, 34 GCSE PE & Sport Award pupils travelled to Snowdonia 
for 5 days of adventure. The group walked, climbed, gorge-walked and kayaked

 with the aim of developing new skills in a challenging and unfamiliar 
                                                                                                                                       environment.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Gymnastics - Well done to Hannah Catchpole and  
Millie Manson for competing at the South Wales  
Gymnastics Competition in November.  Both girls won 
gold medals for their respective events.

Newport Schools Rugby Squad 2016-17 -  
Congratulations to the following Year 10 pupils who have
been selected for the Newport Schools U15 squad,  
competing in the National Dewar Shield Competition:  
Morgan Mohring, Joe Peard, Sam James, Tom  
Fitzpatrick (Captain), Noah Beuschel and Callum  
Ballinger.  Also well done to the year 7 rugby team who 
recently beat Bedwas 46-0!

Hockey - Congratulations to Harry Bagwell and Ben  
Williams who have gained selection to the Wales U14  
development 360 squad. They will now be pushing for 
selection towards the next level and the Wales U14 full 
squad. 

Netball - Congratulations to Lily Scaplehorn, Bethany 
Proctor 
and Elinor 
Kenward 
who were selected a year early for the U17 county netball 
squad. Also to Ffion Beynon, Olivia Lawrence and Ellie who 
were picked for the U18 squad. 

Young Ambassadors Leader Conference - Well done 
to Rosie Tresillian and Megan Jones (left) who have been 
selected to attend this conference in order to develop their 
dance leader skills which they are using in school to teach 
dance to Years 7 and 8 on a regular basis.

Cross Country - Congratulations to the U14 team, Elin Griffiths, Lily Hart, Ellie-Mae Wainwright and Emily 
Fry who finished 3rd in the Welsh Schools team event. One of the highest finishing places ever in this  
competition.  In the county championships Bassaleg had two silver individual medals won by Ellie-Mae  
Wainwright and Ryan Sutton. In addition, excellent 6th place finishes for Bethan Wainwright and Elin  
Griffiths. These four are automatic qualifiers for  the county team in March.  

Also team silver for Ellie Mae Wainwright, Lily Hart, Emily Fry, Libby Davidson, Abigail Harris, Hazal Savda 
and Jessica Chouls. The Year 7 boys’ team finished 3rd, Ryan Sutton, Max Coghlan, Sam Bell, Harry  
Bagwell and Ben Elliott and the year 10/11 boys’ team of Morgan Davies, Dan Mitchell, Max Harris,  Ethan 
Pidcock and Toby Stark also placed 3rd.  

Hockey - Well done to Rebecca Forey and Rhian Edmunds who were selected for the Regional Hockey 
U14 team.  

Football - Congratulations to the year 10 football squad, captained by Parmeet Sohanpal, who are  
through to the semi final of the Newport Schools Cup after a 2-0 win against St  
Joseph’s.  Also congratulations to Poppy Soper who is part of the Welsh  
     U15 team. 



MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Italy Trip 2016 - In July, members of the Junior, 
Senior and Chamber choirs visited the beautiful 
Lake Garda area of Italy. During their tour they 
performed 3 concerts. The side of Lake Garda gave 
a stunning setting as the sun disappeared over the 
mountains during the concert performance. The 
second was at a residential home, where the pupils 
performed superbly well and were even treated to a 
performance from the choir from the home, proving 
that music is indeed an international language. The 
final concert, held in a church in Verona. All three 
choirs gave superb performances and there was a 
very special rendition of ‘Anthem’ from Chess by the 
Senior Choir, performing for the last time under Mrs 

Williams as their Musical Director. The pupils were a credit to themselves and the school with the staff 
receiving numerous compliments during the trip. Thanks are given to all staff who came along on the trip 
and helped to make it so memorable. 

Bassaleg School Awards Evening - The Senior 
Choir and Big Band provided a variety of musical 
items for the Awards Evening. Before the  
evening started, a flute trio comprising Alice Sharp, 
Bethan Lewis and Tom Silcox provided a variety 
of music items to set the scene. It was a pleasure 
once again to support this evening as we  
celebrated the achievements of our Year 11 pupils. 

St. Basils - On Sunday 4 December, members of 
the school brass ensemble performed a short carol 
concert with the Gwent Music Community choirs 
from Monmouth and Newport. The Brass Ensemble 
performed the congregational carols ‘Hark The 
Herald Angels Sing’, and ‘O, Come All Ye Faithful,’ 
as well as a varied programme of their own music.
    



MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Llandaff Cathedral - The Chamber Choir was privileged to be asked to take part in the Meningitis Now 
Christmas concert held in Llandaff Cathedral at the end of November. The concert included readings, carols 
and other musical items including a cello soloist. The Chamber Choir performed three numbers including the 
very evocative ‘God So Loved The World’ by John Stainer, as well as two christmas pieces. 

Whiteheads - Bassaleg Big Band was 
delighted to be asked to be a part of 
‘Rogerstone Entertains its 75s’, an  
afternoon of a variety of musical  
activities to help members of the local 
community socialise with one another. 

The Big Band performed a range of music  
including ‘In The Mood,’ ‘Birdland’ and ‘Tuxedo 
Junction’. The Big Band has since received congratulations for their performance  
from several members of the audience. 



The 11 November, Armistice 
Day 2016, the day when staff, 
students and guests of Bassaleg 
School observed Remembrance 
with reverence and deepest 
respect.  A very positive,  
poignant aura filled the air of the 
hall throughout the very moving 
service, the format of which  
followed the original service.  
The poppy, the symbol of  
sacrifice, was worn by all  
present. The Remembrance 
Day Service was opened by 
Mrs Thomas with introductory 
verses followed by the Hymn “O 
God our Help in Ages Past”. The 
Reading “Revelation Chapter 
21 vv 1 – 7” was beautifully 
delivered by Head Boy, Danny 
Fisher.  The Roll of Honour was 
then read by Councillor  
Williams, Chair of Governors, 
including this year: Gerald 

Charles Bristow 
26, who was born 
in Rhiwderin and 
served with Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers 
Anti-Tank Platoon. 
Gerald sadly, 
gave his life on 16 
April 1972 whilst  
serving on Falls 
Road, Bogside, 
Londonderry  
leaving wife  
Gillian and six 
month old son, 
Peter.  A plaque in 
memory to Gerald 

can be seen in the Rogerstone Library. Miss Lambe, Deputy 
Headteacher, with great reverence laid the wreath of poppies
at the School memorial. The Two Minute’s Silence was  
observed during the sounding of Last Post at Forge Building 
by Jenny Prosser, Year 13 and at Griffin Building by Elicia 
Hopkins, Year 12.  Students Jenny and Elicia also sounded 
the Reveille.  The very talented Bassaleg School Sixth Form 
Chamber Choir gave a beautiful rendering of the Hymn “The 
Day Thou Gavest”.  This very special service, which also 
marks the centenary of the battle of the Somme and of the 
naval battle of Jutland, reminds us all again of the tragic loss 
  of so many lives and the sacrifices made.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 2016



YEAR 7 SUCCESSCOMMUNITY WEEK

Bassaleg School saw out the academic year in 
its usual creative way with all pupils engaging in 
a range of activities for Community Week. The 
photos show a high level of engagement from 
pupils who were challenged in so many ways to 
work outside of their comfort zone and 
collaboratively to develop a range of skills to 
benefit them in their learning pathways. This 
year particular highlights were the Tour de  
Bassaleg, Ready Steady Rio and the Walk for 
Life among others. We are keen to listen to 
pupils’ views on how we can prepare for next 
year’s event with preparations just around the 
corner...!



Friday 16 December 2016 
Last Day of Autumn Term 

19 Dec 2016 - 02 Jan 2017
Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 03 January 2017
First Day of Spring Term

Tuesday 10 January 2017 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening (1)

Thursday 19 January 2017 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening (2)

Tuesday 24 January 2017
Year 11 Information Evening

Wednesday 01 February 2017
Parent Forum 3

 
Tuesday 07 February 2017 

Year 11 Pathways Evening @ 
Christchurch Centre

Wednesday 08 February 2017
Year 9 Information Evening 

Thursday 16 February 2017 
Year 9 Careers & Options Fayre

 
Friday 17 February 2017

INSET Day - School Closed

20 - 24 February 2017 
Half Term - School Closed

Thursday 16 March 2017
Year 9 Immunisations School 
Leaver Booster & Meningitis

Tuesday 21 March 2017 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening (1)

Monday 27 March 2017
Year 10 Parents’ Evening (2)

Friday 07 April 2017
INSET Day - School Closed

10 - 21 April 2017
Easter Holidays

Monday 24 April 2017
First Day of Summer Term

 
 
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

SIXTH FORM

In the run up to Christmas, Year 8 and Year 12 Forms have been  
collecting items for the local Foodbank. Normally food packages 
contain essential items such as pasta, tea bags, cereals and UHT 
Milk etc, but at this time of year the food bank also aims to add in a 
Christmas treat, such as a mince pie or Christmas pudding. If you are 
interested in finding out more about donating food, time or money to 
the local foodbank please visit https://newport.foodbank.org.uk

Despite the passage 
of 100 years, many 
of us are familiar 
with WWI. There are 
memorials in every 
village, town and city. 
Acts of remembrance 
are followed every 
November to mark its 
conclusion, and its 
necessity or futility is 
still keenly debated. 
The losses were felt 
in almost every town 
and village in the UK 
and throughout what 

was then the British Empire. This year, students from Years 7, 8 and 
9 were given the opportunity to explore and discover many different 
aspects of the First World War. The days focussed on recruitment, 
trench life, conscientious objectors and the Christmas truce. The day 
ended with the creation of the poppy memorial; this enabled 
students to be a part of a great collective act of Remembrance. 

HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT


