
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Course outline 

 
Subject Leader: Mrs N Bowen 

 

Examination Board: WJEC Syllabus A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AS - 40% A2 - 60% 

 
UNIT 1  

PERIOD STUDY (20%) 
Politics, Protest and Reform in Wales 

and England 
c.1780-1880 

 

 
UNIT 3 

BREADTH STUDY (20%) 
Social Changes and Reform  

in Wales and England 
 c.1890-1990 (20%) 

 
UNIT 2   

IN DEPTH STUDY (20%) 
Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship 

c.1918-1945 
Part 1: Weimar and its Challenges 

c.1918-1933 (20%) 

 
UNIT 4 

 IN DEPTH STUDY (20%) 
Democracy and Dictatorship c.1918-1945 

Part 2: Nazi Germany 
 c.1933-1945 (20%) 

  
UNIT 5 

 Non - Examination Assessment (20%) 
 

 
Entry requirement 

 

Do you like finding the reasons why something might have happened? Are you prepared to become 
an investigator and research topics for yourself? Does it excite you to shed new light on problems 
that have puzzled people in the past? Do you like to form your own opinions, even if they might be 
different from those of your friends - or teachers?  These are the kind of qualities you need to be a 
good History student. 

 
Why study History at Bassaleg? 

Popularity...History at Basssaleg School is a very popular option choice with over 80 students studying it in 
years 12 and 13. Results... in 2019 the department had a 100% A*-C pass rate at A level with 85% of 
students achieving  A*/A/B grades . 

Staff...The vibrant and enthusiastic staff of the History department provide another clear reason to study 
the subject. We continue to endeavour to provide a high degree of academic specialism and, importantly, 
encouragement and support in order for you to realise your potential. However, it is a challenge.  You 
must be prepared to study topics that you have never studied before, reading and researching with 
guidance but also independently to reach a strong understanding.

Essential GCSEs – English A* / A/B 

Desirable GCSEs – History A* / A/B 



History is a subject that by its nature requires students to consider moral, ethical, social, cultural and 
contemporary issues. This is reflected in studies of the policies undertaken by all the main political 
parties in Britain to overcome the problems of poverty and industrial decline, existing alongside the 
technological revolution and the international crises of the twentieth century. It can be traced in the 
study of a civilised country – Germany – which succumbed to the vilest and most virulent form of racism 
in the face of imagined economic and political victimisation, ending in the killing camps of the 1940s. 
 
The courses chosen enable students to strengthen and broaden their awareness of the cultures and 
traditions of Wales, whilst providing them with an opportunity to set this knowledge into the broader 
British, European and World context.  The course is suitable as a foundation for the study of History 
or a related subject at further or higher education or as a preparation for future employment and the 
world of work.  It encourages students to develop their capacity for critical thinking, to see the 
relationships between different aspects of the subject, and to perceive their field of study in a broader 
perspective; it provides opportunities for them to develop their Key Skills, especially in 
Communication. Students will be required to examine the actions of people in the past such as 
Gustav Stresemann, William Pitt and Hitler, and their impact on society. This poses issues about 
perspectives, motivation and reactions of people and provides opportunities to reflect on a range of 
spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural problems: 

  how far should society and government be responsible for individuals? 

  how should decisions be made about scarce resources? 

  how can a harmonious society be created? 

 

UNIT 1 (AS)-20%  PERIOD STUDY 
 

POLITICS, PROTEST AND REFORM IN WALES AND ENGLAND C.1780-1880 
 

Focus: This option provides an opportunity to study aspects of politics, protest and reform in Wales 
and England c.1780-1880.  

 
The significance of the main challenges facing the government in Wales and England up to 1832 
such as:  
Early attempts at Parliamentary reform and the challenge of the French revolution 1780-1801  
Popular discontent and protest in Wales and England and the response of Lord Liverpool’s 
governments 1812-1822  
The importance of the Liberal Tory reforms 1822-1830  
The reasons for parliamentary reform and the significance of the Reform Act crisis 1830-1832  
 
The significance of the main rural and urban protests in the earlier half of the century such as:  
The causes and impact of the Merthyr Rising  
The causes and impact of rural protests in England and Wales in the late 1830s  
The causes and impact of the Chartist movement in Wales and England  
Government responses to these protests  
 
The significance of the main social and economic reforms up to the 1850s such as:  
The importance of the Whig reforms 1833-1841  
Sir Robert Peel, the Conservative party and the effectiveness of his reforms 1834-1846 
 The Anti-Corn Law League and the repeal of the Corn Laws  
Reform in factories and mines, public health, education and poor law  
 
The significance of the party leaders and their politics after 1846 such as:  
The reasons for the formation of the Liberal party  
The importance of the Second Reform Act 1867  
The main features of Gladstone’s ministries, 1868-1874 and 1880-1885  
Disraelian Conservatism in action, 1874-1880  
The decision for Home Rule for Ireland, 1885-1886  

 
 



 
UNIT 2(AS)-20% IN-DEPTH STUDY 

 
GERMANY: DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP c.1918-1945 

PART 1: WEIMAR AND ITS CHALLENGES c.1918-1933 

Learners will be required to study in depth a range of historical topics relating to the period of the 
Weimar government in Germany c.1918-1933  
 

When studying this option, learners will be taught the following content:  
 
The impact of war and the political crises of October to November 1918 

The Treaty of Versailles and how it affected Germany 

The Weimar Constitution 

Political instability and extremism 

Risings on the left and right, including the Spartacists; the Kapp Putsch;  

The formation of the NSDAP 

Nazi beliefs and tactics in the period 1920-1923 

The Munich Putsch 

Economic instability, reparations and the invasion of the Ruhr 

Hyperinflation 

The role of Gustav Stresemann in the period 1924-1929 in economic and foreign policy  

The Dawes Plan and the Young Plan 

Stresemann's foreign policy aims and achievements including Locarno and The League of Nations 

The aims and tactics of the Nazis in the period 1925-1929 

The economic, social and political impact of the Depression 

 The effects of the Depression upon the tactics and fortunes of the extremist parties 

Coalition government and the 1932 elections 

 Roles and attitude of Hindenburg, Papen, Strasser and Schleicher  

The changing fortunes of the Nazi Party by November 1932 

 The reasons for the growth in support for National Socialism 

 Hindenburg’s relationship with the Nazis 

 Political intrigue leading to Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor in January 1933. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
YEAR 13- A2 LEVEL 

UNIT 3 (A2) -20% BREADTH STUDY 
SOCIAL CHANGE AND REFORM IN WALES AND ENGLAND c. 1890-1990 

 
In studying social change and reform in Wales and England in this period, learners will 
consider the following key themes:  
 

Tackling poverty and unemployment, c.1890-1990  

The condition of the working classes c.1890. 

Regional variation; causes of unemployment before 1914 . 

Self-help and the debate over poverty (Booth and Rowntree). 

The Liberal reforms 1906-1914. 

The post war slump and the introduction of the dole 

Unemployment in Wales during the Depression - causes, extent and regional variations. 

The effect of the Depression on families and communities. 

The policies of the National Government: success and limitations. 

The reforms of the Labour government, 1945-1951. 

The impact of the Thatcher governments 1979-90 on poverty and unemployment. 

The extent of change in the treatment of the unemployed and the alleviation of poverty across the 

period.  

 

 

 

Society in transition, c.1890-1990  

The impact of the Welsh Intermediate Education Act 1889 

The development of education in the Acts of 1902, 1906, 1918 and 1944  

The growth and social impact of university education after 1951 

Legislation and reforms in housing; health and welfare1918-1939 

The influence of the Beveridge Report 

The growth and impact of the Welfare State 1945-1990; the changing role and status of women 

after the Second World War 

The impact of government policies on race relations and immigration, 1958-1990; The growth of a 

consumer society after 1951 

 Popular culture, leisure and entertainment 1920-1990: changes in holiday  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



UNIT 4-(A2) 20% IN-DEPTH STUDY 
GERMANY: DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP c.1918-1945  

 
PART 2: NAZI GERMANY c.1933-1945  

 
Learners will be required to study in depth a range of historical topics relating to the policies and impact 

of Nazi Germany c.1933-1945.  
 

To support the consideration of these key issues, learners will be taught about the following 
content:  
 
Hitler’s consolidation of power, 1933-1934  

Reichstag Fire 

Enabling Act 

The establishment of the one-party state 

The Night of the Long Knives and the impact of the death of President Hindenburg 

Propaganda, indoctrination and terror 

The Nazi political system and the extent of totalitarian control 

The extent of support, opposition and resistance 

Nazi racial ideology; policies towards asocials; 

Policies and actions towards the Jews, the Nuremberg Laws; Kristallnacht; emigration 

Social policies: young people; women; workers; the churches 

The degree of Volksgemeinschaft 

The performance of the economy under the Nazis; Nazi economic policies: recovery; rearmament and 

The wartime economy 

Strength Through Joy 

The roles of Schacht, Goering and Speer 

The banning of Trade Unions and the introduction of the German Labour Front 

The New Plan and tackling unemployment 

The Four Year Plan 

The aims and objectives of Nazi foreign policy up to 1939 

The outbreak of war; the reorganisation of the economy to meet the needs of total war  

German successes in Western Europe; the invasion of the Soviet Union; 

The Wannsee Conference and the Final Solution 

The factors leading to the defeat of Germany by 1945; the impact of war on different sections of 

society. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

UNIT 5 – (A2) 20% 
 

Unit 5 is a non-examination assessment (NEA). 
 
Learners investigate an issue of historical debate through a study of different  
historical interpretations. 
 
Topic: TBC 
 
This component encourages students to explain how and why different historical interpretations have 
been formed. The topic will allow students to extend and enhance their understanding of twentieth 
century conflict. This is an INDEPENDENT study and is not a taught part of the course. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 

 
The new A level specifications keep the traditional historical skills of essay writing and working with 
sources, but History is also important for the delivery of communication, IT and research skills. 
Students will be expected to enter into discussion and debate.  They will be expected to develop, 
support and evaluate oral as well as written arguments.  They will use a range of primary sources 
including film and newspapers to develop awareness of the range of interpretations of the past. The 
four-part structure of the specification allows for both staged and end of course assessments. 
 

 

Career Opportunities and Progression 
 

 
The course provides a foundation for the study of History or a related area through a range of higher 
education courses, e.g. progression to the next level of vocational qualifications or direct entry into 
employment.  The topics provide a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for candidates 
who do not wish to progress further than AS or A level alone in this subject.  History prepares 
students for careers in government service, law, teaching, business, advertising, historical editing and 
related areas. 
 

 


