
A Level English Language 

This specification is designed to foster learners’ independence as they explore English 
language in a variety of contexts. It provides learners with opportunities to develop a wide 
and deep knowledge of the systems of the English language and of issues relating to 
language and its uses. Throughout this course, learners are presented with opportunities to 
develop their own creativity, both in the ways they think about language and in the ways 
they develop expertise in using language to communicate in different ways. 
 
     AS (2 units)  

AS Unit 1 
Exploring Language 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 
minutes 
20% of qualification [80 marks] 
Section A: Analysing language 
Section B: Contemporary English 
One question in each section based on 
unseen material 

 
AS Unit 2 
Language Issues and Original and 
Critical Writing 
Written examination: 2 hours 
20% of qualification 80 marks 
One question in three parts: one essay 
on a language issue, 
and one original writing task

A2 (3 units)  
A2 Unit 3 
Language Over Time 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 
minutes 
20% of qualification 80 marks 
One multi-part question and one essay 
question analysing 
language change over time 
 
A2 Unit 4 
Spoken Texts and Creative Re-
casting 
Written examination: 2 hours 
20% of qualification 80 marks 
Section A: Analysing spoken 
language 
One question based on unseen 
transcripts 

Section B: Creative re-casting 
One creative writing task using Section 
A as stimulus 
 
 
 
 
A2 Unit 5 
Language and Identity 
Non-examination assessment: 2500-
3500 words 
20% of qualification 80 marks 
An investigation based on one of the 
following: 
- language and self-representation 
- language and gender 
- language and culture 
- language diversity 

 
This specification provides a framework for learners to develop their appreciation of the 
interconnectedness of the different areas of language study. As learners progress, they are 
given the opportunity to hone their skills of interrogating data, interpretation, analysis, 
evaluation, synthesis and reflection. Across all units, they are introduced to concepts and 
methods of the disciplines of English language/linguistics in relation to a wide range of 
spoken and written forms of English, including electronic and multimodal forms.  
 
Learners will be required to show knowledge and understanding of the different language 
levels, and to show how these can be applied to language use in a range of contexts, 
including how texts and discourses are shaped and interpreted. Learners’ contextual study 
will be based on sound theoretical knowledge relevant to the respective units. 


