
BASSALEG SCHOOL 

Update from the Headteacher 

Friday 27th March 2020 

 

Dear parent/carer, 

I hope this message finds you and your family well at the end of what really has been an 

extraordinary week. Whilst it has only been just over a week since corresponding with you, 

it has felt much longer such has been the pace with which events have taken place. Whilst 

we find ourselves in this unprecedented situation, my intention is to write to you each 

Friday with a brief summary of all that’s going on in the “Bassaleg World” and whilst I know 

many of you follow the school and my updates on twitter, I also wanted to personally write 

to you each week. 

Firstly we really have been overwhelmed by the phenomenal response to home learning 

expectations by so many of our young people. Staff have been inundated with work which 

has been diligently submitted often ahead of schedule and those of you following us on 

twitter/facebook will have seen some lovely examples of work produced by your children 

across all subject areas. I wanted to remind all of our parents/carers that guidance for home 

learning is available on our website: https://www.bassalegschool.com/ alongside other 

essential updates from the school. I know staff have been most proud of the incredibly kind 

gestures of our young people with so many asking after us and our families showing just 

how thoughtful, kind and empathetic they are – please thank your child on behalf of all of us 

for their generosity and spirit; values we place so highly in our school community.  

As staff and pupils are adjusting to these new home learning arrangements, I can well 

imagine that it’s taken some adjusting at home too; so thank you and well done for all of 

your efforts to date in working with us to support your child in their learning. I’m sure many 

of you have been making the most of some fabulous generic resources on social media – I 

hear the 9am body coach workshop is a particular hit! As I’ve said to staff in recent days, it’s 

incredibly important when adjusting to such new working patterns for all of us to pace 

ourselves; I can imagine that some of the timetables and workshops being shared on social 

media as guidance for parents/carers and students could be overwhelming and so my advice 

to you at this early stage is this: simply do what you can, help your child to incorporate 

structures to their day and you will gradually find a pattern that works for you all. The reality 

for many of your days is that you will all be engaged at some point supporting elderly family 

members, running errands for neighbours in addition to looking after your own home so 

please make sure that you too look after yourselves; I’ve said exactly the same to the 

wonderful staff at Bassaleg. 

https://www.bassalegschool.com/


In regard to keeping you abreast of systems in place, in addition to our main role of 

supporting your children with home learning, here’s a summary of what our staff have been 

up to: 

 Bassaleg is the hub for families who are eligible for free school meals to collect their 
food between 10am and 12pm each day. We are open for all the families in our 
cluster, so we’re distributing meals to families from Rogerstone, Jubilee Park, 
Marshfield, Pentrepoeth, High Cross and Mount Pleasant each day at school; 

 I’m liaising daily with the fabulous Headteachers from each of our cluster Primary 
schools to coordinate staffing for childcare hubs in each of our Primary schools for 
children of our key workers. Newport City Council continue to manage applications 
for these places for children of Primary age through to Year 7. Please click on the 
following link for more info: http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-

Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx In each of these 6 hubs across the 
cluster, our staff are part of an emergency pool supporting the provision each day, 
including a member of the senior leadership team attached to each of the primary 
schools; 

 You will have received the correspondence from Mr Maughan earlier this week 
about Qualifications Wales updates; please be reassured that Mr Maughan and his 
wider team are working incredibly hard behind the scenes to ensure that our young 
people get the best possible outcome. Mr Maughan will continue to update those 
students and parents/carers directly affected; 

 Our Directors of Wellbeing, their Assistants, our Pastoral Support Officers & Senior 
Leadership Team continue to make sure those pupils who are most at risk and 
vulnerable in our community still get the support they require through phone calls, 
email contact and links with so many of our support agencies working tirelessly to 
support our young people. Please know that should you need to, you can contact 
your child’s Director of Wellbeing in the usual way or of course should it be a more 
generic query for one of our subject staff, please email the school in the usual way; 

 I’m in daily contact with all of our staff via email and in video link with the senior 
leadership team to enable us to continue to make strategic plans for our school. 
Many of our departments have set up similar googlemeets/ zoom calls with team 
members to coordinate the home learning packages too; 

 As Head, I’m in regular contact with the Governing Body & LA who keep us fully 
informed with new directives, advice and guidance from Welsh Government; all of 
which I will share on our website so please keep a close check of this. 
 

I very much hope that this type of weekly correspondence will provide reassurance to all of 

our families that Bassaleg School will continue to work tirelessly with you to support our 

young people. Most importantly, please continue to take good care of yourselves and your 

families. 

Victoria Lambe 

Headteacher  

 

http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx
http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx


 

 

 


