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BASSALEG SCHOOL 

Update from the Headteacher 

Monday 20th April 2020 

 

At the start of our summer term, I hope this memo find you and your family members well 

and under continued extraordinary circumstances you managed to have a good Easter 

break. I’m sure many of you, like me spent much of it on zoom, WhatsApp and face-time 

touching base with family & friends – I think we are all fast becoming digital experts! 

Easter Update 

In terms of a brief update on provision in place over the holiday, many of our staff helped 

out across our six childcare hubs in Primary Schools, one of which: Rogerstone has now 

been extended to open in the evenings and weekends for identified key workers (please see 

our website for info from Newport City Council on how to access childcare in any of these 

hubs: https://www.bassalegschool.com/) Our school also opened each Tuesday for those 

families eligible for free school meals to collect packed lunches and will continue to do so 

for all FSM families in our cluster until further notice. 

I’m pleased to report that members from the Science & Technology team got to work on the 

production line for protector visors over the holiday and will be distributing materials to 

front line staff in local care homes this week. I feel incredibly proud of the enormous effort 

and spirit across our Bassaleg community; in so many ways, everyone is playing such a 

crucial part.  

Bassaleg Branding 
 
Thank you so much to those of you taking the time to complete the google form to share 
your thoughts on a possible new branding for our school community. I have been 
overwhelmed with positive feedback from parents/carers and pupils especially in terms of 
the relevance of a proposed new mission statement but also so grateful to parents offering 
to help too. It’s fair to say that the logo is still very much work in progress with some 
brilliant ideas coming in for the next stage of designs – so watch this space! You still have 
until Wednesday to share your views, here’s the link: https://forms.gle/WKrGxTCnKjA6tKx98 
(please hold down the Ctrl key and click on this link) 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Your child’s teachers will resume teaching from today. Staff across the curriculum will 

continue to set challenging, relevant and varied work but please know that we continue to 

be fully appreciative of our young people balancing this remote learning with other 

https://www.bassalegschool.com/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FWKrGxTCnKjA6tKx98&data=02%7C01%7CVictoria.Lambe%40newport.gov.uk%7Cdc15d4ac4d6c47fdbd2a08d7d581b8f3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C637212625431145009&sdata=N4ycSKMAxW8G9q8v3FRwnWWKJlc9NteZuTbPqVsbarQ%3D&reserved=0
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responsibilities at home. As ever, please don’t hesitate to contact the school should you 

have queries about this provision. For those of you who have children in exam years, please 

be reassured that Mr Maughan and his team are working incredibly hard putting in place 

plans in regard to “Assessment & grading” and will continue to update you in a timely 

manner. 

Communication 

It is vital that all members of our school community understand that the school continues to 

function, albeit in a remote capacity, in as normal a way as possible so should you have any 

questions, concerns (especially in regard to safeguarding) please contact the school via 

email and a senior member of staff will get back to you. Many of our staff continue to be in 

touch with lots of our families throughout this time to provide critical wellbeing support. 

Similarly, a wide range of communication vehicles are being maximised by different teams 

of staff as we approach the summer term and the need to make longer term strategic plans; 

our leadership, curriculum and wellbeing teams continue to meet “virtually” to ensure that 

our young people have the best possible provision in place and we are ready for a return to 

school whenever that may be.  

School news 

Many of you will have seen the fantastic news I shared on social media over the weekend 

that Olivia Gauregui of year 10 has been selected for the Great Britain gymnastics squad to 

compete in the European Championships later this year in Denmark; I just want to say a 

huge congratulations to Olivia who has put so many hours in over the years and thoroughly 

deserves this place on the squad – well done Liv!  

I’m sure many of you will also have seen the school feature in a story in the Argus over the 

weekend which detailed how Bassaleg will be in receipt of significant investment in coming 

years. As Headteacher, I was not aware of this story going to press and therefore I’m not in 

a position to be able to substantiate any of the “detail” in the claims made; I know you will 

appreciate my commitment to always ensuring that any detail about such critical 

investment to the school being shared with stakeholders of our school community in the 

first instance; parents, pupils, staff, governors should always be in receipt of such 

knowledge first – unfortunately this was out of my hands. However, I wouldn’t want this to 

detract from the fantastic news for the school that WE WILL be seeing significant 

investment in the coming years and much needed improvement to poor quality facilities 

across the site will be realised. When I’m in a position to be able to share more information 

with you, please be reassured I’ll engage with you at the earliest opportunity.  

It is important you know that this investment will enable the local authority to increase the 

school’s capacity and so numbers will increase. Because the school will not see an 

improvement to current facilities for a few years, it is important that I share the school’s 
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concerns over this pupil admission number increasing as early as this September. The 

governors intend to write to parents &carers in the coming weeks to fully inform you of our 

current position.  

The senior leadership team have been putting final touches to the revised uniform policy for 

September 2020 and I’m hoping you will receive this no later than the end of this half-term 

to enable all families to have the correct uniform in place for the new term. Please be 

reassured that there are no major changes to current items; more specific guidance on 

existing items should support parents/carers and our young people in making sure uniform, 

whilst being affordable, meets our high expectations.  

Finally & most importantly, please continue to take good care of yourselves and your 

families. I wanted to write to you today, on the first day of the summer term but as 

promised will continue to update you on school news each Friday, so my next update will be 

Friday 1st May. 

Cofion cynnes 

Victoria Lambe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 


