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Overview of course content  
 
The AS/A Level Language and Literature course is designed to promote the integrated study of 
English language and English literature. It enables learners to develop intellectual maturity through 
exploring a range of literary and non-literary texts, including the WJEC English Language and 
Literature Poetry Pre-1914 Anthology.  Through their reading, learners are able to develop the skills 
required to interrogate texts, be critically reflective,consider other viewpoints, be independent, make 
connections across a range of texts and to understand and evaluate the effects of a variety of 
contexts.   This specification also gives learners opportunities to deepen their enjoyment of English 
language and literature both through reading and through creating their own texts.  Fundamental to 
the course as a whole, learners will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how to apply 
linguistic and literary methodologies and concepts to inform their responses to and interpretations of 
texts. 
 
Summary of assessment 
 
AS Unit 1 - Comparative Analysis and Creative Writing (Teacher: Miss F Scott) 
Closed book exam - 2 hours 
20% of the qualification (120 marks) 
Section A:  
Comparative analysis of poetry and unseen text. One question requiring a comparative analysis of 
one poem from the ‘WJEC English Language and Literature 
Pre-1914 Poetry Anthology’ and an unseen text from a choice of two, one of which will be a spoken 
text. 
Section B:  
Creative writing and commentary. One question presented in three parts comprising two writing 
tasks, one of which will require a text written to 
be spoken, and a commentary. 
 
AS Unit 2 - Drama and Non-literary Text Study (Teacher: Miss K Elkins) 
Open book exam (clean copy) - 2 hours 
20% of the qualification (120 marks) 
Section A:  
Post-1900 Drama. One two-part question on the reading of one play from a prescribed list 
Section B:  
Non-literary Study. One question based on the reading of one non-literary text from a prescribed list.  
 



 
 
A2 Unit 3 - Shakespeare (Teacher: Miss F Scott) 
Closed book exam - 2 hours 
20% of the qualification (120 marks) 
Section A:  
Shakespeare extract. One extract-based question on the reading of one Shakespeare play from the 
prescribed list for this unit.  
Section B:  
Shakespeare essay. One essay question based on the reading of one Shakespeare play from the 
prescribed list for this unit.  
 
A2 Unit 4 - Unseen Texts and Prose Study (Teacher: Miss K Elkins) 
Open book exam (clean copy) - 2 hours 
20% of the qualification (120 marks) 
Section A:  
Unseen texts. One question requiring comparative analysis of three unseen texts, one of which will 
be spoken language. 
Section B:  
Prose study. One question based on the reading of one prose text from a prescribed list.  
 
A2 Unit 5 - Critical and Creative Genre Study (Teachers: Miss F Scott and Miss K Elkins) 
Coursework: 2500-3500 words 
20% of the qualification (120 marks) 
Section A:  
Genre study. A critical and sustained study of a prose genre. 
Section B:  
Related creative writing. One original writing assignment linked to the genre studied for Section A. 
 
Learning Pathways Post 16 
 
This specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established at GCSE, by 
developing learners’ ability to apply and integrate linguistic and literary approaches. The AS/A Level 
Language and Literature course extends these studies in breadth and depth, further developing 
students’ techniques of analysis, evaluation and production of texts.  
 
In doing so, this specification provides a suitable foundation for the study of English language and 
literature or a related area through a range of higher education courses, progression to the next 
level of vocational qualifications or employment.  
 
In addition, the specification provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for 
learners who do not progress to further study in this subject. 
 
 
 
 


