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MY EXPERIENCE
The best thing about Bassaleg is making new friends from different

schools. In your year there will be a mix of pupils from these schools -

Marshfield, Mount Pleasant, Rogerstone, Pentrepoeth, Jubilee Park and

High Cross. These are the main feeders schools for Bassaleg - a few other

people could be in your year from schools that aren't listed above.

Making friends can be hard sometimes especially when you are starting a

big school like Bassaleg, but if you go to clubs outside of school you could

already have friends from there. Your form is also a good place to start

making friends, or you may have friends from social media from over this

lockdown period that you have messaged or facetimed.



WHAT I WAS NERVOUS ABOUT
I was nervous about finding my way around and getting to my lessons on time, but

it gets a bit easier and in the first few weeks the teachers don't mind if you’re a

couple minutes late. Your form tutors will give you a planner with all you need to

know in there and it comes with a map.

Top Tips……

1. Take a picture of the map and this makes it much easier to look at your phone

rather than flicking through pages in your planner.

2. Take a picture of your timetable. This will make it easier than stopping and

digging down in your bag to find your planner.

3. Walk with a friend from your form to lessons and help each other.



SUBJECTS
In Bassaleg you try a lot of new lessons that you have not

done before in primary school.

1. Nutrition which is cooking.

2. Spanish which involves learning a new language.

3. Engineering which is designing and making prototypes.

My favourite lesson is either Science or Art. I enjoy Science because you

get to do a lot of practicals using bunsen burners - and even lighting my

teacher on fire! I enjoy Art because they teach lots of new art techniques

and get to do lots of fun big projects.

My Teacher on fire! 



CANTEEN FOOD
The canteen serves a variety of food in the mornings when you get to

school (8am), break time (11-11:115am) and lunchtime (1:20-2.05pm).

1. In the mornings they serve bacon rolls, waffles, pancakes and drinks.

2. Break time they serve the same as in the morning but with pizzas and

cinnamon rolls.

3. At lunchtime there is a set menu for hot food; in the cold food section

there are wraps, sandwiches, brownies, cookies and cinnamon rolls.

Top Tips - You can find the menu on the wall in the canteen. You can

buy milkshakes, fizzy drinks, water and squash at any breaks.



3 GOOD SURPRISES

1) How many different sports you do in P.E.

2)   How many after school clubs there are.

3)   How different it is to primary school - in a good way.



HOW TO BE ORGANISED
To be organised you need to have your books ready the evening before

school. This is to make sure you’re not late to take the car, to walk or to

catch the bus. You need to look at your planner or on your phone to see

what lesson you have the next day so you can put the books you need,

your pencil case, p.e kit and lunchbox in your bag. When you are on the

bus or in the car check what lessons you have that day. Also you need to

look where you have your lesson and how long it takes to get there.

This is what your 
timetable will look 
like



IF YOU NEED ANY HELP
If you need any help with work or something else you can always talk to

your form tutor or you can go to the rainbow room which is located in

Griffin. If you are stuck on a certain topic you can always email or tell your

teacher in the lesson. As you’ve been doing in this lockdown situation now,

you can always email or ask your teacher on Google Classroom. As well as

this you can ask your friends for help too.

This is in your planner and it 
suggests where to go and who to 
talk to if you need help.



HOMEWORK
To manage homework I suggest making a list in your 

notes on your phone of what pieces of homework you 

have and when they need to be in. If they are on 

Google Classroom they have a due date, if you go 

onto ‘to do’ it will come up there. If it is on a website 

such as HegartyMaths you get given a password and 

username. You log in and you go into ‘assignments’, 

you will find your tasks on there. I suggest to do your 

homework on the night you get it as you might get 

more homework the next day from different teachers 

and subjects.

An example of my notes on 
my phone



BREAK DOWN OF A SCHOOL DAY
8:30 - Form time                    1:20 - Lunch

9:00 - First period                  2:05 - Fifth period

10:00 - Second period           3:05 - End of school day (Run to the bus!!)

11:00 - Break

11:20 - Third period

12:20 - Fourth period



COMMUNITY DAYS
WORLD BOOK DAY - You can dress up for £1

SPORTS DAY - Wear house colours

BAKE SALES - Normally happens as part of other events

These are some of a few community days at Bassaleg to raise money for 

various charities and to raise awareness. One year the whole school raised 

over one million pounds for charity.  They happen quite often. Usually you 

stay on timetable but have activities at break and lunchtime. 



School Trips
There are a lot more school trips at Bassaleg because there are so many 

more subjects.

You can also have school trips either for a couple of days (a residential trip) 

or just for one day. Choices for Year 7 this year have been to Llangranog 

for a few days or our Expressive Arts topic took us to watch the Lion King 

in London and to visit the National British Museum to explore African 

Culture. These were the trips that had been organised before the closure 

of school.



Things to think about….
I was nervous about starting at Bassaleg but within a week I felt like I’d never been 

anywhere else.

I did miss a few things about my primary school but I enjoyed being at Bassaleg 

more.

Try to look forward to going to Bassaleg rather than worrying about all the changes 

as there are so many people to help and support you. 

Even though you won’t have the Year 6 transition, Bassaleg is a welcoming school 

and you should look forward to new experiences.


