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Teacher in charge: Miss R Murray Examination Board: WJEC 
 

Essential GCSEs: Mathematics (C or above for AS level, B or above for A level); Science (C, preferably a B or 

above in Biology or Chemistry or the Biology or Chemistry components of Science & Additional Science); English 

Language (C or above). Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Individual Project (Merit or Distinction). 
 

Desirable GCSEs: Sociology; Business Studies, History.  
 

Course Outline 
 

The AS course introduces you to some of the main approaches, research and debates from Psychology. The A2 
course develops your knowledge of research methods and you will also focus on the topics of Criminal 
Behaviour; Schizophrenia and Stress.  You will also explore more controversies that exist within Psychology. 
 

 

Entry Requirements 
 

Students should be able to demonstrate maturity, be able to listen attentively, be willing to contribute 
appropriately to class discussions and have a genuine interest in the subject. Apart from satisfying the general 
entry requirements for Sixth Form, it is expected that students are able to demonstrate both a scientific and 
mathematical aptitude and are therefore expected to have achieved good passes in these subjects at Level 2.    
The course requires you to have good scientific, numeracy and literacy skills at the start, but also a willingness 
to develop these skills throughout the course. 

 

What will I study? 
 

AS level (Unit 1 and Unit 2) - In Unit 1 you will explore five of the approaches found in Psychology; 
Behaviourist, Biological, Cognitive and Psychodynamic and Positive. You will learn about each approach’s 
assumptions, one of its therapies, a classic piece of research from that approach.  
 

In Unit 2 you will develop your knowledge of research methods and find out more about contemporary 
debates within psychology, such as the ethics of neuroscience.  

A level (Unit 1, Unit 2, Unit 3 and Unit 4) – In Unit 3 you will explore explanations of and methods of 
modifying various behaviours that interest Psychologists. We will consider the behaviours we will be studying 
are Criminal Behaviour, Schizophrenia and Stress.  You will also be expected to develop your knowledge 
about controversies in Psychology.  

In Unit 4 you will increase your understanding of research methods and be able to discuss research you have 
conducted. 

A method employed to develop your understanding of research methods are class practicals; participation in 
these activities is always conducted in an ethical manner and are usually interesting and quite fun! 

 

Assessments in class reflect the assessment styles of the particular exam module, so they range from short  
answers (worth a couple of marks) and extended answers (worth about 12 marks) to essays (worth 25 marks). 
 

ALL Psychology AS and A level units are assessed through examination.  
 

Module When is the exam taken? How long is the exam? What answers are required? AS  A  
Unit 1 May 1 hr 30 mins Short, extended and essay 50% 20% 
Unit 2                May 1 hr 30 mins Short, extended and essay 50% 20% 
Unit 3                June 2 hrs 30 mins Short, extended and essay - 40% 
Unit 4 June 1 hr 30 mins Short, extended and essay - 20% 

 

Career  Opportunities and Progression 
 

Psychologists work in many fields, including forensics, business, counselling and education.  The skills you 
develop (e.g. being able to write concisely, interpret data, evaluate evidence, design ways of investigating 
problems etc) and the insight into behaviour that comes from studying Psychology at AS or A level mean it is an 
excellent qualification for entrance to higher education, not just for Psychology and other social science degrees, 
but for most subjects.   Previous students have been successful in attaining places in Medicine, Law, Business, 
History, Mathematics amongst many other degree courses. Following Higher Education they have gone on to 
have careers in Forensic Psychology, Educational Psychology, Psychiatry & Medicine and the Armed Forces. 
 
Further information regarding career pathways for psychologists can be found at the ‘Careers, Education and 
Training’ section of the British Psychological Society’s website: www.bps.org.uk  

 

http://www.bps.org.uk/

