
Year 7 Theme 1: Origins 
Our local place 

 

 Where do we come from? 
 Who are we? 
 What makes me ‘me’? 

 

The hook for this term should promote the exploration of origins: where do we come from? Who are 
we? What makes me ‘me’? In Geography pupils will use their experience of a new school to investigate 
the connections between people and place. In History pupils will explore how immigration has shaped 
the creation of Britain. In RMP pupils will explore the origins of religion and its importance to the world 
in the past, present and future. 

 
Skills to develop exploring ‘Our local place’ 

 Group work (collaborative approach to working with others) 

 Asking questions 

 Exploring connections between people and place 

 Identifying scale from local to global 

 Presenting data 

 Interpretation of qualitative and quantitative data 

The stimulus for this unit is Slinkachu, a street artist, whose work ‘Global Model Village’ explores the 
connections between people and place in locations around the world. You will work in a group to explore 
Slinkachu’s work and your new place (Bassaleg School). Using develop an a 3-D artwork to convey an aspect 
of what Bassaleg School means to you at the start of your journey through secondary school 
 
Following this, you will consider Bassaleg’s catchment area by investigating how your class travels to school 
and the reasons for this. You will use a range of appropriate methods to present your data and draw 
conclusions based on your findings. 
 
Assesment focussing on investigation skills 
 

 Your Slinkachu model will be part of a class exhibition where you will give and receive feedback 

 You will co-construct a toolkit for creating a successful stacked bar chart and will be peer-assessed on 
this task 

 You will con-construct toolkit for creating a successful flow line map and will self-assess this task 

 Your independent graph and travel investigation conclusion will be teacher assessed. 
  

 

 



Year 7 Theme 2: Influences 
How we make a difference 

What shapes me?  
What makes me say ‘I can’t believe that happened’? 
How can someone make a difference? 

The hook for this term should promote the exploration of influences: What shapes me? What makes me say 
‘I can’t believe that happened’? How can someone make a difference? In Geography pupils will explore the 
similarities and differences across the world to better understand the influences on people’s lives. In 
History pupils will focus on how the influence of a single bullet fired by a 19-year-old man led to the death 
of over 20 million people. In RMP pupils will study how people in the world are influenced demonstrate their 
identify and show they belong. 

 
Skills to develop exploring ‘How we make a difference’ 

 Exploring connections between people and place 

 Identifying scale from local to global 

 Examining representations and perceptions 

 Empathy 

 Oracy – presenting a viewpoint 

The stimulus for this unit is Eric Obuah, a scavenger in on the Olusosun landfill site in Lagos, Nigeria. 
Olusosun, one of the largest rubbish dumps in the world is home to 5,000 people. We will use the BBC 
documentary, Welcome to Lagos, to explore the influences on Eric and consider similarities and differences 
with our own lives. You will imagine you are Eric and write a diary entry describing a day in your life. 
 
Following on from this, we will examine the opportunities for people in rural areas by investigating banana 
farmers in the Windward Islands and consider how our actions as consumers will influence their lives. You will 
work as a group to develop and present an argument on behalf of one of groups in the banana supply chain. 
 
Assesment focussing on literacy 
 

 You will co-construct a toolkit for creating a successful diary entry and self-assess a draft 

 Your final account will be completed independently in 45 minutes; you will prepare an A4 side of notes 
to help you write your account. 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 



Year 7 Theme 3: People and Societies 
Wales’ distinctive landscape 

 
How can challenges create opportunities? 
How can life change? 
 

The hook for this term should promote the exploration of people and societies: How can challenges create 
opportunities? In Geography pupils will study Wales’ distinctive landscape and evaluate the opportunities 
and threats from tourism. In History pupils will look at how opportunity and medical progress is sometimes 
born from disease and hardship. In RMP pupils will investigate the link between belief and behaviour of 
people in society, investigating where this has caused challenges and issues in the world. 

 
Skills to develop exploring ‘Wales’ distinctive landscape’ 

• Exploring connections between people and place 

• Literacy – persuasive writing 

• Examining how the landscape can be shaped 

• Research into tourism 

• Map skills 

This unit starts with looking at Wales as a country and locating key features such as the major towns, cities 

and rivers. We then focus on Snowdonia National Park to explore how tourism is both a positive and 

negative activity and will develop skills to write a balanced argument and present a justified view. 

Following on from this, you then look at the other two National Parks in Wales and discover some of their 

distinctive features before carrying out research to plan a weekend holiday in one part of Wales. Map skills 

make up the final part of this unit where you will learn how to read an Ordnance Survey map and use 

direction, give grid references and calculate scale. 

Assessment focussing on map skills 

• You will co-construct a toolkit for creating a successful balanced argument and self-assess your first 

paragraph before writing up your justified view on tourism in Snowdonia 

• You will identify what makes a good test question and then devise your own set of ten questions that 

effectively test five different map skills which another member of the class will answer. 

 

                     



 

Year 7 Theme 4: Equity and Justice 
Risky weather – reducing the impacts to make a fairer world 

Is the world fair?  
How can life create differences? 
Who decides? 
 
The hook for this term should promote the exploration of equity and justice: Is the world fair?  
How can life create differences? Who decides? In Geography pupils will research natural hazards and 
discuss how we can reduce their impacts to make the world fairer. In History pupils will focus on whether 
the past and present have treated individuals fairly. In RMP pupils will consider how fair the world is, 
examining a range of issues and determining what humans use to try and achieve justice and equity in the 
world. 

 
Skills to develop exploring ‘Risky Weather’ 

• Examining weather and climate 

• Literacy – writing a news story 

• Identifying scale from local and global 

• Exploring the human and physical factors that contribute to a disaster 

• Researching and presenting information on extreme weather 

• Applying geographical skills 

This unit starts with looking at different natural hazards and considering the risk that each hazard poses. You 

will carry out research into who has been affected by extreme weather. You will then focus on tropical 

cyclones. After learning about how these weather systems develop, you will examine how different 

communities are affected differently and what measures can be taken to reduce the impact of such events. 

You will use your skills developed through the year to identify key information from video, maps, photos and 

data tables to assess the impact of Hurricane Sandy.   

Assesment focussing application of knowledge and understanding 

• You will present your research into extreme weather as a news story  

• You will interpret videos, maps, photos and data to assess the impact of Hurricane Sandy by answering a 

series of test questions. 

 

                        


