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Standards Achieved and Progress in Learning 
Writing Skills 

 Accuracy in spelling, punctuation, grammar and vocabulary 
 Developing independent writing skills (not over-reliant on support from worksheets, writing frames or copying information) 
 Range & quality of extended writing tasks for different purposes and audiences: through accurate use of the six main non-

fiction types (recount; instruction; non-chronological report; explanation; persuasion; discussion) 
 Use of language to present material appropriately (e.g. are the word choices used appropriate for the purpose and 

audience of the text? 
 Use of subject specific vocabulary 

Evidence 
 

 There is clear evidence of pupils proof reading their own work and responding to teacher comments and in their 
marking, staff are highlighting areas for improvement. 

 Teachers are commenting in their marking on writing skills e.g. use of punctuation and pupils are setting targets in 
response to this 

 There are numerous examples of different writing styles e.g. discussion, recount, explanation and instruction.  All 
pupils including AEN pupils produce extended written work independently and for some tasks, with no additional 
support. 

 Subject specific vocabulary by all pupils with the majority spelling these terms accurately 
 The newly developed core tasks have vastly improved the range and quality of extended written tasks undertaken by 

all pupils. 
 Pupils clearly take a pride in producing quality, extended written pieces. 

 
 

Reading Skills 
 A range of information retrieval strategies:  Highlighting, summarising, sequencing text by re-ordering paragraphs or 

creating a flow chart / story board, using reference material, bibliography, note-making grids to select and organise 
information 

 A range of strategies to read for different purposes: e.g. skimming, scanning, marking the text, highlighting, making 
alternative interpretations 

 Apply understanding to wider contexts, everyday life, new situations 
Evidence 
 

 In core task preparation, pupils use a variety of resources to extract, highlight and summarise key information. 
 All books show evidence of summarising key information, in some books higher order skills are present e.g. using 

venn diagrams for comparing/contrasting, spider diagrams for organising information. 
 Clear use of tables and grids to organise information effectively present in all books 
 During proof reading: evidence of highlighting the start of sentences to enable pupils to consider the length of 

sentences and the quality of the punctuation.   
 Synthesised information applied across the range of books in a plethora of contexts e.g. a diary entry for an astronaut; 

the effect of loud noises on hearing   
 

 

Numeracy & ICT Skills 
 Able to use a range of number skills accurately; apply these skills in areas of measurement, shape and space and in 

analysing data 
 Can gather information in a variety of ways, record, interpret and present it in charts or diagrams and convey appropriate 

conclusions 
 Able to accurately select and use a range of ICT resources to suit task, purpose and audience 
 Evidence of mental approaches to addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Thinking Skills 
 Depth and breadth of understanding (key concepts and ideas, connections, bigger picture) 
 Complex skills (such as identifying patterns, making inferences or predictions, drawing conclusions) 
 Research answers from a range of sources, consider evidence and its reliability, weigh up pros and cons 

Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marking & Assessment 
 Is marking up-to-date? 
 Are there many gaps in pupils’ work? 

 Is the common marking policy applied, with regard to correcting spelling, improving presentation etc? 
 Are comments on pupils’ work diagnostic; do they signpost to pupils how to improve? 
 Is there evidence of self/peer assessment? 
 Do the comments refer explicitly to assessment/ success criteria? 
 Are the learning objectives/ outcomes of pupils’ work clearly explicit in pupils’ work? 
 Is there clear evidence of assessment matrices being used? 
 Is there clear evidence of a marking dialogue between staff and pupils/ pupils and their peers and what impact does 

this have on pupils’ progress? 
 Do pupils follow up teachers’ comments e.g. to re-draft, correct or complete work? 
 Is there evidence of pupils reviewing and checking the accuracy of their own work e.g. spellings, grammar and 

calculations? 
Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Progress of Learners 
 Is there evidence of pupils making progress in their learning? 
 Are there any obvious differences between the progress made and standards achieved by different groups of 

learners: boys, girls, AEN, MAT, FSM, LAC, EAL etc? 
 Is there evidence of pupils making progress in their use of Welsh? 

Recommended Priorities for Action 
 

 Encourage pupils to use all elements of the proof reading notation appropriately rather than just capital letters and 
spelling 

 
 Encourage staff to evidence reading skills through more carefully structured learning objectives so that the strategy is 

more explicitly shared with the pupils 
 

 Continued sharing of good practice with regards to the explicit teaching of literacy skills during Cluster meetings and 
standardisation meetings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


