
KS4 English at Bassaleg School



GCSE 
Literature

‘The Current Focus’



English Literature GCSE – Year 10

• Unit 1: Novel and Poetry 
(Exam) – 35%

• Unit 2a/b:  Novel and play
(Exam) – 40%

• Unit 3: Shakespeare and Poetry in Wales 
(Controlled assessment) 25%



Literature: Unit 1 

Novel and Poetry: Of Mice and Men and Unseen Poetry [Exam: 35% -
Wednesday 8th January 2020]

Section A:  Two questions on ‘Of Mice and Men’ 

• Question 1 will require close reading of an extract.

• Question 2 will require candidates to show a knowledge of the text 
as a whole and its context by answering an essay response. 

Section B: Analysis of unseen poetry

• Candidates must analyse and compare two contemporary unseen 
poems. These skills have been developed in Half Term One by 
exploring the ‘Poetry in Wales’ unit of work. 



ISBN: 
978-0-582-46146-8

 Amazon
 Waterstones
 W H Smith

All pupils have read 
this text in Year 9 as 
part of their GCSE 

transition. 



Literature: Unit 2a/b 

Novel and play: Heroes, Lord of the Flies, An Inspector Calls, 
Blood Brothers etc. 
[Exam: 40% Thursday 21st May 2020]

Candidates will be required to answer two questions on each 
of the two texts:

• Question 1: Close reading of an extract focusing on 
language and technique analysis. 

• Question 2: Show a knowledge of the text as a whole and 
its context by answering an essay response.

Although pupils will 
learn new texts for 

Unit 2, the style of the 
exam is very similar to 

Unit 1 providing 
familiarity and a 

revision of key skills. 



Literature: Unit 3 

Shakespeare and Welsh Writing in English 
[Controlled assessment: 25%]

Section A:  Shakespeare (12.5%)

• Thematic essay question on a Shakespeare play

• Completed in exam conditions within the classroom

• To be completed January 2020 (after Unit 1 Exam)

Section B: Welsh Poetry comparison (12.5%)

• Analysis and comparison of two or more poems based on a theme

• Completed in exam conditions within the classroom

• Currently being assessed (October 2019)



Assessment

 Pupils will be set fortnightly assessed ‘mini mocks’ within 
lessons

 The mini mocks will supplement the material being covered 
in lessons

 Mini mocks will be completed in exam conditions – no 
assistance and within the specified timing 

 The mini mocks will be used to assess pupils’ progress over 
key attainment areas 

 The mini mocks offer excellent examination practise and will 
be assessed using exam marking criteria



Support

 English Made Easy revision/support sessions are available for pupils 
each week of the term.

 Exam revision and resources are uploaded to Google Classroom 
frequently to support pupils.

 Feedback is diagnostic and specific to each pupil meaning that each 
pupil is aware of their targets and how to improve their work prior to 
the exam.

Walking Talking Mock – pupils will become familiar with the 
examination process prior to the Unit 1 exam.

 Email updates are sent home frequently regarding the various 
assessment points. 



Year 10/11
GCSE Language

‘Looking Ahead’



English Language

• Unit 1: Oracy
(Internally assessed) – 20%

• Unit 2: Reading and writing 
(Exam) – 40%

• Unit 3: Reading and writing 
(Exam) – 40%



Expectations

 NO written Controlled Assessment 

 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar account for 50% of 

the marks in both Unit 2 and 3

 Oracy tasks are recorded and sent to the Exam board

 No external examinations in Year 10 for English 

Language

 No tiers available for Language



Language: Unit 1 

Oracy (Internally assessed) 20%

- Individual presentation based on set themes (10%) –
Summer Term (Year 10 – 2020)

- Group discussion to stimuli provided by WJEC (10%) 
– January 2021

- All recorded in a formal examination setting

Pupils will be recorded 
and assessed in class for 

Oracy assessments. 
Pupils with medical 
anxiety must submit 

medical documentation 
to the school to be 

approved by the exam 
board prior to the 

assessment if special 
considerations are to be 

put in place. 



The Current Focus

 Pupils developing skills and confidence through the Poetry 
Controlled Assessment.

After Half Term, pupils will begin revision of the set text, ‘Of Mice and 
Men’.

Half Term Advice: 

Pupils are advised to read ‘Of Mice and Men’ for a second time to 
revise the plot and characters. 


